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STUDENT WORKSHEET
Why are you a Muslim? Can you think of any differently worded questions with the same meaning?
1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________
We should be aware of good and bad answers to the above questions because this could be the difference between this person accepting of rejecting Islām.

Why were we created?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________
Scenario: Your non-Muslim colleague asks you, why are you a Muslim?

	BAD ANSWERS
	CONVINCING ANSWER

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





TEACHER’S NOTES
Objective: 
· To teach students how to give da’wah.
· Explain to them the purpose behind creation.
· Train them to control the narrative of a conversation.
Exercise: Before giving out the worksheet, ask they students why they were created? Note their answers on the whiteboard.
This is a very important question, as a young Muslim there will be situations in the future when a non-Muslim comes to you. It is important to know the answers, so you can respond to people convincingly. It could be a non-Muslim who asks you, or it could be a Muslim friend, neighbour or relative who has doubts in their minds. If you can answer the question effectively, you may be saving somebody, by the permission of Allāh, from the punishment of the Hereafter. If you cannot answer the question, you may be the reason they do not accept Islām.
Exercise: As a Muslim, you have to be intelligent and alert. You may be asked the above question, but in a different wording. Can you think of any differently worded questions with the same meaning?
Possible answers: Why do you worship Allāh? Why do you follow Islām? Does your dad force you to be a Muslim? Were you born a Muslim? Why do Muslims worship the Ka’bah? Are you forced to wear ḥijāb? Why do you not worship Jesus? Prove to me Allāh exists. What is so good about Islām? Why do you not eat pork? Why do you not celebrate Christmas? etc…
The point is almost any question or point regarding Islām by a non-Muslim is an opportunity for you to explain Islām and make them a Muslim. Regardless of what question you are asked, try to take them back to explaining Islām. Do not let the questioner dictate your answers.
Explain to the students, how to control the narrative. Regardless of any question about Islām, you should reply: “It’s a really good question, however before answering it, there are a couple of points we have to understand.” As Muslims we believe in:
1. Tawḥīd: Explain to the students.
2. Hereafter: Explain to the students.
3. Prophethood and revelation: Explain to the students.
4. The importance of fulfilling rights, and living with good manners.
Exercise: Do a role play with two students, one who asks any one of the above questions, and the other one who attempts to control the narrative and take the conversation back to the fundamentals of Islām. 
Exercise: Your non-Muslim friend/neighbour asks you one of the above questions with the intent: “Why are you a Muslim?” 
In your pairs/groups, think of bad answers which could be given, and then the correct answers. Remember, you are not answering their question directly, you are attempting to take them back to the fundamentals of da’wah. And as discussed, they may ask the above question, but in different ways.
Let the students first think of possible bad answers, and possible good answers. After they have filled in the worksheet.
Possible bad answers: My mum and dad are Muslims; I was born in a Muslim country; This is what I learnt in the mosque; That is all I know; I wear ḥijāb because my sisters wear it; It’s a cultural thing; We do not drink alcohol, or eat pork because they taste disgusting.


	GOOD ANSWERS

	As Muslims, we believe that we were created by Allāh (God). We believe that he is wise and all-knowing. For us to be placed in this meticulously organised world, without any purpose or reason, negates his wisdom.

{And We did not create the heavens and the earth and everything between them in play (i.e. for no reason). We did not create them except in truth (i.e. for a purpose, with a reality), but most of them do not know."} [44:37-38]

As Muslims, we believe that Allāh communicated the above purpose to humanity. Once again, it would not be befitting of the all-Wise, to create us for a purpose, and then not communicate it to us. To do so, he sent Prophets, and revealed scriptures/revelation.

The Qur'ān teaches us that we were created for the following reasons:

1. To know and learn about him. Everything around us is a sign of him.
2. To recognise his tawḥīd and worship him.
3. As a test: everything around us is a test.
4. To spread goodness and justice, and prevent evil.

The above, also shows us the fundamental aspects of our religion: Tawḥīd, Hereafter, Prophets/Revelation, manners and fulfilling rights etc…

Notice, the answer to the question is the same.



Important Āyāt and Aḥādīth:
{وَمَا خَلَقْتُ الْجِنَّ وَالْإِنسَ إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُونِ} الذاريات: ٥٦
{الَّذِي خَلَقَ الْمَوْتَ وَالْحَيَاةَ لِيَبْلُوَكُمْ أَيُّكُمْ أَحْسَنُ عَمَلًا وَهُوَ الْعَزِيزُ الْغَفُورُ} الملك: ٢
{اللَّهُ الَّذِي خَلَقَ سَبْعَ سَمَاوَاتٍ وَمِنَ الْأَرْضِ مِثْلَهُنَّ يَتَنَزَّلُ الْأَمْرُ بَيْنَهُنَّ لِتَعْلَمُوا أَنَّ اللَّهَ عَلَىٰ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ وَأَنَّ اللَّهَ قَدْ أَحَاطَ بِكُلِّ شَيْءٍ عِلْمًا} الطلاق: ١٢
{إِنَّ اللَّهَ يَأْمُرُ بِالْعَدْلِ وَالْإِحْسَانِ وَإِيتَاءِ ذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَيَنْهَىٰ عَنِ الْفَحْشَاءِ وَالْمُنكَرِ وَالْبَغْيِ ۚ يَعِظُكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذَكَّرُونَ} النحل: ٩٠
عَنِ ابْنِ عُمَرَ – أبو داود والترمذي: "إِنَّمَا بُعِثْتُ لِأُتَمِّمَ مَكَارِمَ الْأَخْلَاقِ"
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