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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none
as a partner in the worship of his Lord} [18:110]
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Notes

There are two names which are interchangeably used for this treatise:

- YN

Three Principles and their Proofs. &8sy J g1 DG
Secizn 4 st

The Three Principles. BEE) J 50!

Although both names are often used interchangeably to refer to the same treatise, they are in fact
two independent works. The official name for this treatise is the former, whereas the latter name is
the title for a shorter treatise which the author wrote, set in a question-and-answer format. Both
have been published and are well known.
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In the name of Allah, ar-Rahman
(the most merciful), ar-Rahim (the
bestower of mercy)

Know, may Allah have mercy upon
you, that it is obligatory upon us to
learn four matters:

First: Knowledge, which is knowing
Allah; knowing his Prophet; and
knowing the religion of Islam with
proofs.

Second: [Implementing it] through
actions.

Third: Calling to it.

Fourth: Being patient over the
harms encountered upon this way.
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The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {By time. Indeed, mankind is
in loss; except those who have
iman; perform righteous deeds;
encourage each other upon the
truth and encourage each other
upon patience} [103:1-3]

Ash-Shafi'T, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said: “If Allah had not
revealed to his creation any other
proof besides this sdrah, it would
have been sufficient [as a proof]
upon them.”

Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said: “Chapter:
Knowledge precedes speech and
action.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {So know, that there is no
deity except Allah and ask
forgiveness for your sin} [47:19]

He began with knowledge before
speech and actions.”
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Know, may Allah have mercy upon
you, that it is obligatory upon every
male and female Muslim, to learn
the following three matters, and act
upon them:

First: That Allah created us and
provided sustenance for us; He did
not leave us without a purpose,
rather, he sent messengers to us.
Whoever obeys them will enter
Jannah, and whoever disobeys
them will enter the Fire.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {Indeed we have sent a
Messenger to you, just as we
sent a messenger to Pharaoh.
But Pharaoh denied and rejected
the messenger, so we seized him
with a severe punishment} [73:15-
16]

Second: Allah is not pleased that
anyone should be made a partner
with him in worship, neither a close
angel, nor a prophet sent as a
messenger.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {The places of worship are
for Allah alone, so do not invoke
anyone along with Allah} [72: 18]
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Third: Whoever is obedient to the
Messenger and worships Allah
alone, it is not permissible for him
to ally with and support those who
oppose Allah and his Messenger,
even if they are those most
closely related to him.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {You will not find people
who believe in Allah and the
Last Day, loving those who
oppose Allah and his
Messenger, even if they are
their fathers, sons, brothers or
kinsfolk. Allah has decreed
iman for their hearts and
strengthened them with
guidance from him; He will
enter them into the gardens,
beneath whose trees rivers
flow, dwelling therein forever.
Allah is pleased with them and
they with him. They are the
party of Allah. Indeed, the party
of Allah are the successful}
[52:18]
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Know, may Allah direct you to his
obedience, al-Hanifiyyah - the way
of Ibrahim - is that you worship Allah
alone, making the religion purely
and sincerely for him. This is what
Allah commanded all people with,
and he created them for this, as he
the most-high said:

{I did not create jinn, nor mankind
except that they worship me}
[51:56]

The meaning of ‘worship me’ is to
single him (tawhid) out in worship.

The greatest matter that Allah has
commanded is tawhid, which is to
single out Allah with all worship.

The most serious thing he forbade is
shirk, which is to invoke others
besides him.

The proof of this is his saying, the
most-high, {Worship Allah alone,
making all worship purely for
him, and do not associate
anything in worship along with
him} [04:36]
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So, if it said to you: ‘What are the
three principles which a person
must know?’

Say: A person knowing his Lord; his
religion; and his Prophet
Muhammad .

First Principle: So, if it is said to
you: ‘Who is your Lord?’

Say: ‘My Lord is Allah, who has
nurtured me and nurtured all
creation with his blessings. He is
the one who | worship, and | have
no other deity who | worship
besides him.’

The proof is the saying of Allah, the
most-high, {All praise is for Allah,
the Lord of all creation} [01:01]

Everything besides Allah is a
created being and | am one of the
creation.
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If it is said to you: ‘How did you
come to know of your Lord?’

Say: Through his signs and his
creation. His signs include the
night, day, sun and moon; and his
creation includes the seven
heavens, the seven earths, all
those within them and whatever is
between them.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {And from his signs are the
night and the day, and the sun
and the moon. Do not prostrate
to the sun, nor the moon, but
prostrate to Allah who created
them, if you truly worship him}
[41:37]

Also, his saying, the most-high
{Your Lord is Allah who created
the heavens and the earth in six
days, then ascended upon the
Throne. He causes the night to
cover the day which it follows
with haste; and the sun, the
moon and the stars are
subservient and subject to his
command. Certainly, creation
and commandment are his alone.
Exalted is Allah, the Lord of all
creation} [07:54]
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The Lord is the one who is

worshipped.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {O mankind, worship your
Lord, who created you and those
who were before you so that you
may have piety. The one who
made the earth aresting place for
you, the sky as a canopy, sent
down water from the sky and
brought forth therewith fruits as
a provision for you. Then do not
set up rivals unto Allah [in
worship] while you know} [02:21-
22]

Ibn Kathir, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said: “The one who
created these objects is the one
who is deserving of all worship.”
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[He should be singled out in] all the
types of worship which Allah
commanded such as Islam, Iman
and lhsan.

Also including:

Du’a (supplication).

Khawf: (fear).

Raja: (hope).

Tawakkul: (reliance).
Raghbah: (desire).
Rahbah: (dread).

Khush@’: (humility).
Khashya: (awe).

Inabah: (consistency in
obedience).

Isti'anah: (seeking help).
Isti’adhah: (seeking refuge).
Istighathah (seeking rescue).
Dhabh (slaughtering).
Nadhr (vows).

...and all other forms of worship
that Allah has commanded.

All of them should be purely for the
sake of Allah.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high: {...and the places of
worship are for Allah alone, so
do not invoke anyone along with
Allah} [72:18]

madeenah.com



Page13

PP R o3y S 5 LA G388 5L 538 i R B G S e
\wuyr_l\{gjjsm\c\.u’\} lgﬁ':\.@u\:‘ewggﬂﬂaﬁj

° .-

Mda\,:_g,:—.aj, u, \d_’.ca\r£=u, 5J

é’; FEAN cuas 35

353 Jus 433 LA

1l {C)zg-" r-%"

\Wo :gb&dT{[)&g}ir«fg, ngLé 2 ,\;v_: W} - s 13“ 3| J,Jsj

Anyone who directs any of these
types of worship to other than Allah
is a disbelieving polytheist.

The proof of this is his saying, the
most-high, {whoever invokes
along with Allah any deity has no
proof for that; his reckoning will
be with his Lord. Indeed the
disbelievers will never prosper}
[23:117]

Also, the hadrtth, “Du’a is the core of
worship”. [1]

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {Your Lord said: "Invoke
me, | will respond to your
(invocation). Verily, those who
scorn my worship, they will
surely enter Hell in humiliation}
[40:60]

The proof for khawf is his saying,
the most-high, {So do not fear
them, but fear me and beware of
disobeying me, if you are truly
believers} [03: 175]

[1] Narrated by Anas; Collected by at-
Tirmidht; Graded “Da’1f” by al-Albani.
[TN]

madeenah.com



Page 14

i

{15=

56 4 Je B oy sran (¢

ﬂw

Ok e

855 550y 38 Y5 Ble e Joudls 55 218 4505 68 o8y - Jus s e U

W xSl
28 51858 A Gy sdis s 5 s,
gy Al {4'1““"

U355 625 5,855 Sl 3 5yl 3B 18y Jus 5 ¢, 28005 )iy 2 L

The proof for raja is his saying, the
most-high: {Whoever hopes to
meet His Lord, let him perform
righteous actions and not
ascribe partners in the worship
of his Lord} [18:110]

The proof for tawakkul is his saying,
the most-high: {Place your
reliance upon Allah if you are
true believers} [05:23]

{And whoever places his reliance
upon Allah then he will suffice
him} [65:03]

The proof for raghbah, rahbah and
khushd@’ is his saying, the most-
high: {They used to hasten to acts
of goodness, and invoke Allah
upon desire and dread, and were
reverent and humble before us}
[21:90]
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The proof for khashya is his saying,
the most-high: {So do not have
awe of them, but have awe of me}
[02:150]

The proof for inabah is the saying of
the most-high: {So turn
repentantly and obediently to
your Lord, and submit to him}
[39:54]

The proof for isti'anah is His saying,
the most-high: {O Allah, you alone
we worship, and from you alone
we seek assistance} [01:05]

Also, the hadrtth: “If you seek help,
seek the help of Allah.” [1]
The proof for ist’adhah is his
saying, the most-high:

{Say: | seek refuge with the Lord
of dawn} [113:01]

[and his saying] {Say: | seek
refuge with the Lord of mankind}
[114:01]
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The proof for istighatha is his
saying, the most-high: {When you
sought aid and deliverance of
your Lord and he responded to
you} [08:09]

The proof for dhabh is his saying,
the most-high: {Say: Indeed my
prayers, my slaughtering, my
living and my dying are for Allah
alone, Lord of the worlds. There
is no partner in that other than
him...} [06:162]

And from the Sunnah: “Allah has
cursed the person who slaughters
for other than Allah”. [1]

The proof for nadhr is his saying,
the most-high: {They fulfil their
vows and they fear a day whose
evil is widespread} [76:07]

[1] Narrated by Abu Tufayl; Collected
by Muslim. [TN]
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The Second Principle: Knowledge
of the religion of Islam with proofs.

It is: ‘complete submission to Allah
with tawhid, being consistent in his
obedience as well as disassociating
oneself from shirk and its people.’

[The religion] is of three levels:
Islam, iman and ihsan.

Each level has its pillars. The first
level is Islam, its pillars are five:

The testimony that none has the
right to be worshipped except Allah
and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah.

Establishing salah.

Giving zakah.

Fasting Ramadan.

Performing Hajj to the sacred
house of Allah.
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The proof for the testimony is the
saying of the most-high: {Allah
bears awitness that none has the
right to be worshipped but him;
and likewise the angels and the
people of knowledge beat
withess: He who maintains
justice, none has the right to be
worshipped but him, the al-‘Aziz
(the great), al-Hakim (the wise)}
[03:18]

The meaning of: “La ilaha illa Allah”
is: none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah’.

‘La ilaha” negating the right of
anything being worshipped besides
Allah.

illa Allah” affirming worship for
Allah alone;

He has no partners in his worship
just as he has no partner in his
dominion and kingdom.

The explanation which will make it
clear is the saying of Allah, the
most-high: {When Ibrahim said to
his father and his people: "Verily,
I am free what you worship,
except he who created me;
verily, he will guide me. And he
[Allah] made it a word lasting
among his offspring, that they
may turn back to [him]} [43:26]
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And his saying, the most-high:
{Say: "O people of the Book:
Come to a word that is just
between us and you, that we
worship none but Allah, and
associate no partners with him,
and that none of us shall take
others as lords besides Allah.
Then, if they turn away, say:
"Bear witness that we are
Muslims} [03:64]

The proof for the testimony that
Muhammad # is the messenger of
Allah, is his saying: {There has
indeed come to you a
messenger, from amongst you. It
grieves him that you should
suffer. He is eager and anxious
for the guidance of those of you
who are astray, and that they
should repent and return to the
truth, and he is full of
compassion and mercy for the
believers} [09:128]

The meaning of the testimony that
Muhammad % is the messenger of
Allah is: to obey him in whatever he
commanded; to accept everything
he informed of as being the truth; to
avoid everything he forbade; and
that you do not worship Allah
except as he legislated.
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The proof for salah, zakah and the
explanation of tawhid is the saying
of Allah: {They were not
commanded except that they
should worship Allah alone;
making their worship and
obedience purely for him, hunafa
(upon tawhid and away from
shirk; and that they should
establish salah and give zakah,
and that is the upright religion}
[98:05]

The proof for fasting is the saying of
the most-high: {O you who believe
fasting is prescribed [as an
obligation] for you as it was
prescribed as an obligation for
those who came before you, so
that you may attain piety} [02:183]

The proof for Hajj is the saying of
the most-high, {And [due] to Allah
from the peopleis apilgrimageto
the House - for whoever is able to
find thereto a way. But whoever
disbelieves - then indeed, Allah
is free from need of the creation}
[03:97]
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The second level is Iman.

It has seventy-odd branches. The
highest of them is the statement.
“La ilaha illa Allah”; the lowest of
them is removing a harmful object
from the path. Haya [1] is a branch
of iman.

Its pillars are six: That you believe
in Allah; his angels; his books; his
messengers; the Final Day and the
divine decree — all good and harm
[is divinely decreed].

The proof for this, is the saying of
the most-high, {Righteousness is
not that you turn your faces
toward the east or the west, but
[true] righteousness is [in] one
who believes in Allah, the Last
Day, the angels, the Book, and
the prophets...} [02:177]

The proof for the divine decree is
his saying, the most-high, {Verily,
we have created all things with
divine decree} [54:49]

[1] Haya: Shyness and modesty due to
one’s piety and consciousness of Allah.
[TN]
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The third level is ihsan, it is one
pillar as mentioned in the hadith “to
worship Allah as if you see him and
if you do not see him, then he sees
you.”

The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {Truly, Allah is with those
who fear him and those who do
ihsan (all types of good)} [16:128]

Also, his saying, the most-high,
{Put your trust in al-‘Aziz (the
great) ar-Rahim (the bestower of
mercy), who sees you when you
stand up and your movements
among those who fall prostrate.
Verily, he alone, is as-Samrv’ (all-
hearing) al-‘Alim (all-knowing}
[26:217]

Also, his saying, the most-high,
{Whatever you may be doing,
and whatever portion you may be
reciting from the Qur’an, and
whatever deed you perform, we
are witness thereof, when you
are doing it} [10:61]
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The proof from the sunnah is the
famous hadith of Jibril narrated by
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab — radialladhu
‘anhu, who said: "One day when we
were sitting with the Messenger of
Allah #, a man suddenly came to
us; his clothes were extremely
white and his hair extremely black.
There were no signs of travel on
him and nobody amongst us knew
him.

He sat down next to the Prophet £,
making his knees touch his [the
Prophet’s] knees, and placed his
hands on his thighs.

He said, "O Muhammad, tell me
about Islam."

The Messenger of Allah # said,
“Islam is to testify that there is no
deity worthy of worship except Allah
and Muhammad is the messenger
of Allah, to establish salah, to pay
zakah, to fast Ramadan and to
perform Hajj if you are able to do

SO.
He said, “You have been truthful.”
We were amazed that he would ask

the question and then testify to the
correctness [of the answer].
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He then said, "Tell me about iman."

He responded, “It is to believe in
Allah, his angels, his books, his
messengers, the Last Day and to
believe in divine decree - the good
and harm [of everything which
occurs].”

He said, "You have been truthful."
He said, "Tell me about Ihsan."

He responded, “lt is that you
worship Allah as if you see him; [if
you cannot do this] due to knowing
you cannot see him, know that he
sees you.”

He said, “Tell me about the Hour.”

He responded, “The one being
questioned knows no more than the
one asking the question.”

He said, “Tell me about its signs.”

He responded, “The slave girl shall
give birth to her mistress; and you
will see the barefooted, scantily
clothed, poor destitute shepherds
competing in constructing lofty
buildings.”

-
s
sn

" _JG 6”9\_2_;))\ d'a .l}b’_
i

N P S UAL I PR RN |

)G AW u:c &%ﬁ\;" :JG
oG G O3

madeenah.com



Pagez 5

Then he went away, and we stayed
for a long time.

Then the Prophet # said, “O 'Umair,
do you know who the questioner
was?’

We said, "Allah and his Messenger
know best."

He said, “It was Jibril; he came to
teach you your religion.” [1]

[1] Narrated by ‘Umar; Collected by
Muslim. [TN]
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The Third Principle: knowledge of
your Prophet Muhammad .

He is: Muhammad the son of
Abdullah, the son of AbdulMuttalib,
the son of Hashim, the son of
Quraysh who are from the Arabs.
The Arabs are from the offspring of
Ismanl, the son of Ibrahim, the
beloved - may peace and blessings
be on him and our Prophet.

He lived for 63 years; 40 years
before prophethood and 23 years
as a messenger and prophet.

[Through the revelation of surah]
“Igra” he became a prophet, and
[through the revelation of strah] “al
Muddathir” he became a
messenger. His city was Makkah
and he migrated to Madinah.

Allah sent him to warn against shirk
and to call to tawhid.
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The proof of this is the saying of the
most-high: {O you enveloped in
garments arise and warn! Exalt
your Lord! Purify your garments!
keep away from ar-rujz. Give not
a thing to have more. Be patient
for the sake of your Lord} [74:01-
07]

The meaning of {arise and warn}
is to warn against shirk and call to
tawhid. {Exalt your Lord} i.e. exalt
him with tawhid. {Purify your
garments} i.e. purify your deeds
from shirk. {Keep away from Ar-
Rujz}. Rujz are the idols; keep
away from them is by leaving them,
disassociating from them and their
people.

In implementing this, the Prophet £
spent ten years calling to tawhid.
After ten years he was taken to the
Heavens and salah was obligated
upon him. He prayed in Makkah for
three years.

He was then ordered to make hijrah
(migration) to Madinah. Hijrah is an
obligation upon this Ummabh, from a
land of shirk to a land of Islam.
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Its legislation remains until the Hour
is established. The proof is the
saying of the most-high: {Those
people whom the angels take
while  they are wronging
themselves, saying: ‘In what
condition were you?" They will
reply: ‘We were weak and
oppressed on earth.” They will
say: ‘Was not the earth of Allah
spacious enough for you to
migrate therein?’ Such will find
their abode in Hell; what an evil
destination. Except the weak
among men, women and children
who cannot devise a plan, nor
are they able to direct their way.
For these, surely Allah will
forgive them, and Allah s
pardoning, and forgiving} [04:97]

Also, his saying: {O my slaves who
believe, verily my earth s
spacious so worship me} [29:56]

Al-Baghawi said: “This was
revealed regarding the Muslims in
Makkah who did not migrate. Allah
called them by the name of iman
(i.e. believers)."
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The proof for hijrah from the sunnah
is: “Hijrah shall not cease until
[the opportunity to] repent
ceases; and this shall cease until
the sun rises from the west”. [1]

When he settled in Madinah, the
remaining rulings of Islam were
legislated upon him such as zakah,
fasting, Hajj, jihad, adhan, ordering
good and forbidding evil, as well as
the other legislation of Islam. He
worked on establishing this for ten
years and after that he died — may
the salutations of praise and peace
from Allah be upon him - but his
religion remains - and this is his
religion.

He did not leave any good except
he guided the Ummah to it, and he
no evil except he warned the
Ummabh from.

The good that he guided to is
tawhid and all that Allah loves and
is pleased with; the evil he warned
against is shirk and all that Allah
hates and rejects.

[1] Narrated by Mu’aiyah; Collected by
Abu Dawud [TN]
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Allah sent him to all beings, and
obligated his obedience upon both
- jinn and humans.

The proof for this is: {Say: 'O
mankind, verily, | am the
messenger of Allah to you all}
[07:158]

Allah  completed the religion
through the Prophet; the proof of
this is his saying: {This day, | have
perfected your religion for you,
completed my blessing upon
you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion} [05:03]

The proof of his death is the
statement of Allah, the exalted:
{Verily, you will die and they too
will die. Then, on the Day of
Resurrection, you will be
disputing before vyour Lord}
[39:31]

When people die, they will then be
resurrected; the proof of this is the
saying of the most-high: {From it
we have created you and in it we
are going to return you and from
it you are going to come out
another time} [30:55]
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And the saying of the most-high,
{And Allah has brought you forth
from the (dust of) earth.
Afterwards he will return you into
it and bring you forth} [71:17-18]

After the Resurrection the people
are going to be asked about their
deeds and made responsible for
them.

The proof is his saying, the most-
high {To Allah belongs all that is
in the heavens and all that is in
the earth, that he may
recompense those who do evil
with that which they have done,
and reward those who do good,
with what is best} [53:31]

A person who rejects the
resurrection has disbelieved

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high: {The disbelievers
claim they will never be
resurrected. Say "rather, by my
Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be
informed of what you did, and
that is easy for Allah} [65:07]
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Allah sent all the messengers as
people who gave glad tidings and
warnings.

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high {Messengers as
bearers of good news as well as
of warning in order that mankind
should have no plea against
Allah after the messengers}
[04:165]

The first of the Prophets was Nuh,
and the last of them was
Muhammad.

The proof that the first amongst
them was Nuh is, {Verily, we have
inspired you as we inspired Nuh
and the prophets after him}
[04:163]

Allah sent a messenger to every
nation from Ndh to Muhammad %,
ordering them to worship Allah
alone and forbidding them from
worshipping false deities.

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high, {And verily, we have
sent to every nation a messenger
[proclaiming], “Worship Allah
and abandon all false deities”}
[16:36]
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Allah has made it compulsory on all
people that they reject the false and
worship Allah.

Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have
mercy on him, said: "A taghdt is an
object that is worshipped, followed
or obeyed and the people exceed
the limits with regards to it.” [1]

They are many, however their
heads are five:

IblTs, the cursed; anybody
worshipped [besides Allah] whilst
being pleased with this; anybody
who calls people to worship him; a
person who claims that he knows
something from the future; and a
person who rules by other than
what Allah has not revealed.

[1] A'lam al-Muwaqi'in; vol. 1 page. 103
o) [TN]
™
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The proof is his saying, the most-
high, {There is no compulsion in
religion. Verily, the right path has
become distinct from the wrong
path. Whoever rejects the false
deities and believes in Allah, has
grasped the firmest handhold
that will never break. Allah is all-
hearing, all-knowing)} [02:156]

This is the meaning of “La ilaha illa
Allah”.

Also, the hadith, “The head of the
matter is Islam, its pillar is salah and
its peak is jihad in the way of Allah.”
(1]

Allah knows best; may Allah send
salutations of praise and peace
upon Muhammad, his family and
companions.

<t [1] Narrated by Mu'adh; Collected by
0N at-Tirmidhi & Ibn Majah [TN]
&
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