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Notes 

 
In the name of Allah, ar-Raḥmān (the Most Merciful), ar-Raḥīm (the Bestower of Mercy). 

 

“Al-qawā’id al-muthla fī ṣifāti-llahi wa asmāihi al-ḥusnā” (lit. Exemplary Principles Regarding the 

Attributes of Allāh and His Beautiful Names), is a book authored by Shaykh Muḥammad Ibn Ṣāliḥ 

al-‘Uthaymīn which clarifies the correct ‘Aqīdah concerning Tawḥīd al-Asmā was-Ṣifāt. 

 

It contains 7 principles regarding the beautiful names of Allāh; 7 principles regarding the lofty 

attributes of Allāh, and 4 further principles to help understand Āyāt and Ḥadiīh pertaining to the 

names and attributes of Allāh. 

 

In this treatise, I have extracted the principles mentioned by Ibn al-‘Uthaymīn and set it in the form 

of a workbook. To further assist students in their study of this aspect of Tawḥīd, I have added an 

introduction from the words of Ibn ‘Uthaymīn from other sources. 

 

Abul Abbaas Naveed Ayaaz 

Date: Monday, 29th Safar, 1444h 

Corresponding to: 26th September, 2022. 
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Introduction: 

Tawḥīd, linguistically is a root 

noun from the verb 

دَ حَ وَ ي ََدَ حَ وَ   
i.e. to make something one. 

This can only be done by 

negating and affirming. 

Negating the ruling from anything 

else besides what is being 

singled out. And affirming the 

ruling for it. 

For example, we say: A person 

cannot believe in Tawḥīd without 

bearing witness Lā ilāha illa 

Allāh. He must negate the right to 

worship of everybody besides 

Allāh, the Majestic, and affirm it 

for Allāh alone. 

Merely negating, is a denial; 

whilst merely affirming does not 

prevent others have a share of 

that ruling. 

 ةَ مَ دَ قَ مَ ـال

َ رَ َينيمَ ث َعَ َابنَ َيخَ الشَ َال َق َ ََ"دَ حَ وَ ي ََدَ حَ وَ "َرَ صدَ مَ  :ةَ غَ ل ََيدَ وحَ الَ َ:اللَ َهَ ح 
 
ََعل َيَجَ أ  .ادَ ءَواحَ الشّ 

َإ ََق َقَ حَ ت َذاَلاَيَ وهَ  َثب َوإ ََفين ََب َلا  وَ وَ اَسَ مَ عَ َكمَ حَ ـالَفيَ ن ََ.ات  دَ ىَالم  َات َثب َوإ ََح   هَل 
َحَ َيدَ وحَ الَ َانَ نسَ للَ َمَ تَ هَلاَي َن َ:َإ َول َقَ لا َنَ ث َمَ فَ  َ"َدَ شهَ َي َتّ 

 
 "لاَاللإ ََلَ نَلاَإ َأ

َي َفَ  َنفي 
 
 .هحدَ وَ َهاَللَ ت َثبَ ويَ َل َجَ وَ َزَ ىَاللَعَ وَ اَسَ مَ عَ َةَ ي َوهَ ل ََال

ََك َوذل َ
 
َمَ ـالَفيَ ال ََنَ أ َـمَ َيل َعطَ ت ََحض  َ،َوالَ َحض  َمَ ـالَثبات  ََيَ الغَ َةَ كَ ارَ شَ مَ َعَ من َلاَي ََحض   .كمَ حَ ـَالف 
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The types of Tawḥīd with regards to 
Allāh, the Majestic, enter into the 
general  definition for Tawḥīd: “to 
single out Allāh in ever quality which 
is exclusive to him.” 
 
According to the classification of the 
scholars, there are three types of 
Tawḥīd: 
 
1. Tawḥīd ar-Rubūbiyyah: To 
single out Allah, Glorified and Most 
High, with creation, sovereignty and 
complete control. 
 
2. Tawḥīd al-Ulūhiyyah: To 
single out Allah, Glorified and Most 
High, with worship, such that a 
person does not associate anybody 
else with Allāh whom he worships 
and seeks closeness to like his 
worship of Allāh and seeking 
closeness to Him. 

ا ان هَوت ع  بح  اد َالل َس  َ:َ"إ فر  م  َعَ  يف  َت عر  اَف  ـل ه  َك  ل  َت دخ  ل  َو ج  ز  َلل َع  َب الن سب ة  يد  َال وح  نو اع 
 
اَوأ لىَب م 

َث لاث ةَ  لم  َالع  هل 
 
ر هَأ اَذ ك  َم  سب  َح  َب ه".َوهِ  خت ص   َ :ي ـ
ان ه بح  :َ"إ فراد َالل َس  ب وب ي ة  َالر  يد  َوال دب يَت وح  لك  َوالـم  لق  الىَب الـخ   ."وت ع 

ي عب َ داَ  ح 
 
َالل َأ ع  َم  ان  نس  َال  ذ  ت خ  نَلاَي 

 
ب ادة"َب أ ان هَوت ع الىَب الع  بح  ي ة:َ"إ فر اد َالل َس  ل وه 

 
َال يد  َت وح  ر ب  هَوي ت ق  د 

َإ ليه. ر ب  ََوي ت ق  َالل  اَي عب د  م   إ ليهَك 
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َك ت ا هَف  َب هَن فس  ف  هَوو ص  َب هَن فس  َالل  مَّ  اَس  الىَب م  ان هَوت ع  بح  :َ"إ فراد َالل َس  ات  ف  َوالص  اء  سم 
 
َال يد  وَت وح 

 
ب هَأ

َ ول  َر س  َل سان  ََصلى الله عليه وسلمعَل  ي 
نَغ  َم  ثب ت ه 

 
اَأ َم  َب إ ثب ات   :وذل ك 

-َ يف  حر   ت ـ
يلَ -  ولاَت عط 
-َ َت كي يف  ي 

نَغ   وم 
-."  ولاَت مث يل 

3. Tawḥīd al-Asmā was-Ṣifāt: 

It is to single out Allāh, Glorified 

and Most High, in every name 

which Allāh has named Himself 

with, or attributed to Himself in His 

Book or upon the tongue of His 

Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم; this is by affirming 

whatever Allah has affirmed [for 

Himself] without: 

 

- Taḥrīf: Altering [its wording 

or meaning]. 

 

- Ta’tīl: Negating [its meaning 

or attribute]. 

 

- Takyīf: Describing or 

questioning [its reality]. 

 

- Tamthīl: Likening [His 

attributes to creation]. 
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َ تّ  َح  ل  كم 
 
َال َالو جه  َالل َعَل  نَي عب د 

 
اَأ د  ح 

 
َأ ن  َولاَي مك  ة  يم  ظ  ي ت هَع  هم 

 
َوأ ة  لي  َعَ  ين  َالد  ل  هَف  نز  ََ"وم  ون  ي ك 

ة َ ي  َب ص  هَعَل  ات هَلي  عب د  ف  َالل َت ع الىَوص  اء  سم 
 
َب أ لم  َع   "عَل 

الى: َت ع  َالل   ق ال 

َ سْن  َالـْح  اء  م  سْ
 
ا{}و لل َال وه َب ه   [١٨٠]العرافَ:َََف ادْع 

With regards to Tawḥīd al-Asmā 

was-Ṣifāt, its status in the religion is 

elevated, and its importance is 

great, it is not possible for anybody 

to worship Allāh in a perfect manner 

without having knowledge of the 

names of Allah, the High, and His 

attributes, so a person can worship 

Him upon knowledge and insight. 

 

Allāh, the High, said  

{and for Allāh are the beautiful 

names so invoke Him by them} 

[07:180] 
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َالل َت ع الى اء  سم 
 
َأ دَف   ق و اع 

 
ََة َدَ اعَ القَ 

 
َال ََ:ول 

 
َهاَحَ ل َـالىَكَ عَ تَ َاللَ َاءَ سمَ أ  .سن 

Principles regarding the names 

of Allāh, the Most High. 

 

First Principle: 

All the names of Allāh, the Most 

High, are good and perfect. 
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: الث ان ي ة  ةَ  د  اع  :َالق  اف  وص 
 
م َو أ علا 

 
َالل َت ع الىَأ اء  سم 

 
ات.َأ َالذ  اَعَل  َد لال  ه  م َب اعت ب ار 

علا 
 
ََأ اف  وص 

 
و أ

. ع انِ  َالـم  ن  َم  ل يه  ل تَْع  اَد  َم   َب اعت ب ار 
َب الاَ و َهِ   َو احد  مَّ  س  َم  اَعَل  ل  ه  لا  َلد   ف ة  تَ  اد  َم  ل  و 

 
َال ََ-عت ب ار  ل  َوج  ز  َع  ََ-وهوَالل  ن ة  ت ب اي  َم  َالث انِ  وب الا عت ب ار 

. اص  عن اهَالـخ  َم  اَعَل  م  نه  َم  د  َو اح  ـل  َك  لال ة   لد  

Second Principle: 

The names of Allāh contain 

meaningful names and 

descriptions; They are meaningful 

names because they refer to [His] 

essence. They are descriptions due 

to the meanings they contain. 

 

Because every name refers to the 

same essence  i.e. Allāh, the 

Exalted, all His names are 

synonymous. Because each 

individual name contains a distinct 

description, each name is different 

and unique 
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َ: الث الث  ة  ةَ  د  اع  ورَالق  م 
 
َأ ن تَْث لاث ة  م  َت ض  دٍّ ت ع  َم  َو صف  َالل َت ع الىَإ نَد ل تَْعَل  اء  سم 

 
ََ :أ َذل ك  ا:َث ب وت  ه  حد 

 
أ

َ ل  َوج  ز  َلل َع  ََ.الا سم  ل  َو ج  ز  ن هاَلل َع  م  َت ض  َال تِ  ة  ف  َالص  اَ.الثانِ:َث ب وت  اه  قت ض  اَوم  ه  كم  َح  :َث ب وت   .الث ال ث 

ين َ مر 
 
ن تَْأ م  َت ض  دٍّ ت ع  َم  ي 

َغ  َو صف  ََ:وإ نَد ل تَْعَل  ل  َوج  ز  َلل َع  َذلكَالا سم  ا:َث ب وت  م  ه  حد 
 
ََ.أ :َث ب وت  الث انِ 

َ ل  َوج  ز  اَلل َع  ن ه  م  َت ض  َال تِ  ة  ف   .الص 

The third principle: 

If the names of Allāh, the Most 

High, contain an attribute which is 

transitive, it necessitates three 

matters: 

 

1 Affirming that name for 

Allāh, the exalted. 

 

2. Affirming the attribute of Allāh the 

Exalted, which is contained within 

the name. 

 

3. Affirming its effect upon the 

object. 

 

However if the name contains an 

attribute which is intransitive, it only 

necessitates two matters: 

 

1. Affirming that name for 

Allāh, the exalted. 

 

2. Affirming the attribute of 

Allāh the Exalted, which is 

contained within the name: 
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: ة  الر اب ع  ةَ  د  اع  ونَ َالق  َت ك  ات ه  ف  َوص  َذ ات ه  َالل َت ع الىَعَل  اء  سم 
 
َأ ل ة   :د لا 

ةَ  - اب ق  ط   ب الـم 
- َ ن  م   ب ال ض 
لتِ  امَ  -  ب الا 

Fourth Principle:  

 

The names of Allāh, the Most High, 

contain information regarding His 

Essence and His attributes, 

through: 

 

1. Al-Mutābaqah: 

Inclusive meanings which reflect 

His Essencey as a whole. 

 

2. At-Tadammun: 

Restricted meanings specific to the 

attribute. 

 

3. Al-iltizām: 

Consequential meanings. 
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: ة  س  ام  الـخ  ةَ  د  اع  ا.َالق  َف يه  َل لع قل  ال  ـج  َلاَم  ي ة  يف  َت ع الىَت وق  َالل  اء  سم 
 
 أ

The Fifth Principle: 

 

The names of Allāh, the Most High, 

are established by revelation only; 

they are not established through 

logical reasoning. 
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: ة  س  اد  الس  ةَ  د  اع  َ َالق  ع ين  َم  د  ب ع د  ةَ  ور  ـحص  َم  َالل َت ع الىَغ ي  اء  سم 
 
 َ.أ

The sixth Principle: 

 

The names of Allāh, the Most High, 

are not restricted to a fixed number. 
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: ة  اب ع  ة َالس  د  اع  ا.َالق  َف يه  ب  ج  اَي ـ م  اَع  َب ه 
يل  و:َالـم  َالل َت ع الىَه  اء  سم 

 
َأ اد َف  لـح   ال 

The Seventh Principle: 

 

Deviation concerning the names of 

Allaah, the most High, occurs due 

to deviating away from what is 

obligated regarding them.
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َالل َت ع الى ات  ف  َص  َف  د   ق و اع 
  

ول
 
ال ةَ  د  اع  االق  َف يه  َلاَن قص  ال  م  َك  ات  ف  اَص  ـل ه  َالل َك  ات  ف   :َص 

Principles concerning the 

attributes of Allāh, the Most 

High.  

 

The First Principle: 

 

All the attributes of Allah contain 

descriptions of perfection, without 

any deficiency. 
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الث ان يةَ ا ةَ  د  اع  اء:َلق  سم 
 
َال نَب اب  َم  ع  وس 

 
َأ ات  ف  َالص   .ب اب 

The Second Principle: 

 

Knowledge of the attributes is more 

expansive than knowledge of His 

names. 
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: الث الث  ة  ةَ  د  اع  لب ي ةَ َالق  َوس  :َث ب وت ي ة  َإ لىَق سم ين  م  س  َالل َت ع الىَت نق  ات  ف   .ص 

The third principle:  

 

The attributes of Allāh are classified 

into two types: 

 

1. Attributes which affirm a 

description. 

 

2. Attributes which negate a 

description. 
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ََ:ةَ عَ اب َالرَ َة َدَ اعَ القَ  َفَ الص  ََةَ ي َوتَ ب َالث ََات  َفَ ص  َمَ َات  َ اَكَ مَ ل َـكَ ف ََالَ مَ وكَ َدح  نَمَ َرَ هَ اَظَ هَ لالاتَ دَ َتَْعَ وَ ن َتَ وَ َتَْث 
َوص َمَ ـالَالَ مَ كَ  ََوَ اَهَ اَمَ هَ ب ََوف 

 
َ أ  َكث 

ََتَْن َذاَكَ هَ ـولَ  َفَ الص  َال ََةَ ي َوتَ ب َالث ََات  َتِ 
 
َ َأ ََهَ فسَ نَن َاَعَ هَ ب ََاللَ َخب 

 
َ أ َمَ َيَ ثَ كَ ب ََكث  َفَ نَالص   .ةي َلبَ السَ َات 

The Fourth Principle: 

 

His attributes of affirmation, 

contain descriptions of praise 

and perfection. An increase and 

variation of such attributes, 

indicate a further increase in the 

perfection of the One being 

described. 

 

For this reason, the attributes of 

affirmation which Allāh informed 

of regarding His own self are 

more in number than attributes 

of negation. 
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ََ:ةَ سَ امَ خَ ـالَة َدَ اعَ القَ  َفَ الص   .ةي َعلَ وف ََةي َاتَ ين:َذَ سمَ لىَق َإ ََمَ سَ نقَ ت ََةَ ي َوتَ ب َالث ََات 

The fifth principle:  

 

The attributes of affirmation can be 

classified into two types: 

 

1. Describing His Essence. 

 

2. Describing His actions. 
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ََمَ لزَ ي ََ:ةَ سَ ادَ السَ َة َدَ اعَ القَ  َثب ََإ َف  ََات  َفَ الص  َخَ الَ َات  َ :ينَ يمَ ظَ عَ َين َورَ حذَ ـنَمَ َعَ لّ 
 
 .يل َمثَ ا:َالَ مَ هَ دَ حَ أ

َوالث َ َكيَ :َالَ انِ   .يف 

The sixth Principle: 

When affirming attributes for 

Allāh, two dangerous 

prohibitions must be avoided: 

1. Likening His attributes to 

that of creation. 

 

2. Questioning or describing 
their reality. 
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ََ:ةَ عَ اب َالسَ َة َدَ اعَ القَ  َفَ ص   .ايهَ فَ َلَ قَ لعَ ل ََال َجَ ـلاَمَ َةَ ي َيفَ وقَ الىَت َعَ تَ َاللَ َات 

The Seventh Principle: 

The attributes of Allāh, the Most 

High, are restricted to revelation; 

logical reasoning has no bearing 

whatsoever. 
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ََدَ واعَ ق َ َف 
 
ََةَ ل َدَ َأ

 
ََاءَ سمَ ال َفَ والص   ات 

ََة َدَ اعَ القَ  
 
َال ََ:ول 

 
َال ََةَ ل َدَ ال َثب ََت َتِ  َهَ بَ َت 

 
َعَ تَ َاللَ َاءَ سمَ اَأ َ ات َفَ الىَوص  َت َكَ َ:هَهِ  َسَ رَ َةَ ن َالىَوسَ عَ تَ َاللَ َاب  َصلى الله عليه وسلمَول 

َثب َلاَت َف َ ََت 
 
ََاللَ َاءَ سمَ أ  َ.ماهَ يَ غَ هَب َات َفَ وص 

 Principles in understanding 

evidences pertaining to the 

names and attributes. 

 

The first Principle:  

 

The evidences by which the names 

of Allāh, the Most High, and His 

attributes are affirmed are: 

 

1. The Book of Allāh. 

 

2. The Sunnah of His 

Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. 

 

No other source is used to affirm 

names and attributes for Allāh. 
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َاجَ الوَ :َةَ ي َانَ الث ََة َدَ اعَ القَ  ََب  ََن َف  َص  َهَ اؤَ :َإجرَ ةَ ن َوالسَ َرآنَ القَ َوص  َحرَ ـت ََونَ اَدَ هَ رَ اهَ َظَ اَعَل  اَمَ ي َلاَسَ َ-َيف 
َن َ َص  ََوص  َفَ الص  َحَ َات   .ايهَ فَ َأي َلرَ ل ََال َجَ ـلاَمَ َيث 

The second principle:  

 

It is imperative for the evidences of 

the Qur’an and Sunnah, to be 

understood according to their 

apparent meanings, without 

altering their them – especially the 

evidences pertaining to the 

attributes, because logical 

reasoning has no bearing. 
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َن ََرَ اهَ وَ ظَ َ:ةَ الث  َالث ََة َدَ اعَ القَ  َص  ََوص  َفَ الص  َ َةَ ول َجهَ ـومَ َارَ ب َاعتَ اَب َل  ََةَ ومَ عل َمَ َات  َارَ ب َاعتَ بَ ف َ.َرآخَ َبارَ اعتَ اَب َل 
َمَ ـال َعن  َال ََةَ ي َيفَ الكَ َارَ ب َاعتَ ب َوَ .َةَ ومَ عل ََمَ :َهِ  َتِ   .ةول َجهَ ـمَ َا:يهَ ل ََعَ َهِ 
َ 

The Third Principle:  

 

The apparent meanings of a proof 

pertaining to the attributes of Allāh 

are known from one angle, and 

unknown from another angle. 

 

They are known from the angle of 

their meanings. 

 

They are unknown from the angle of 

their reality. 
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َالَ َرَ اهَ ظَ :َةَ عَ اب َالرَ َة َدَ اعَ القَ  َص  َعَ مَ ـالَنَ مَ َهن َلىَالذَ اَإ َنهَ مَ َرَ ادَ بَ ت َاَي َمَ َوص  َلَ خت َـي ََوَ هَ وَ َانِ  َسَ حَ ـب ََف  َاقَ ي َالسَ َب 
َاَي َومَ  َض  ََليهَ إَ َاف   .مالكَ 

The Fourth Principle: 

 

The apparent meaning of an proof 

is the meaning which is naturally 

understood. This may differ 

according to the context of its usage 

or its context within a sentence. 
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 ةمَ ات َخَ ـال

ب هَ  َإ لىَر  و  ه  ار هَ  َو افت ق  نه  َع  ب ه  َر  ن  اَب غ  ل ـم  َ،َعَ  ه  َإ لي  ار  َو افت ق  دق  َت ع الىَب ص  َالل  ل 
 
أ نَس  نَوم 

 
َأ ر يٌّ َح  و  ه  َف 

َ ؤْل  َتعالىَس  َالل  يب  َإ ذ اَيقولَاللَتعالى:َ.َي ست ج  اع  الد   ةَ  َد عْو  يب  ج 
 
َأ يب  ر 

َق   
َف إ نِ  ب اد يَع نِ   َع  ل ك 

 
أ إ ذ اَس  }و 
} ون  د  مَْي رشْ  ل  ه  َل ع  ن واَبِ  لْي ؤْم  َو  يب واَلِ  َف ليْ سْت ج  ن    د عَ 

ن
 
َت ع الىَأ َالل  ل 

 
ل ن اََف ن سأ جع  نَي ـ

 
لا َو اجت ن ب هَوأ َب اط 

ل  ىَالب اط 
 
َور أ ه  اَو اتب ع  َحقًّ ق  ىَالـح 

 
نَر أ ـم  ل ن اَم   ـجع  ي

َهَ  َإ ن ه  ة  نهَر حـم  َل  اَم  ب  ي ه  ان اَو  د  َإ ذَْه  َق ل وب ن اَب عد  يغ  نَلاَي ز 
 
ينَوأ َم صل ح  اء  ل ح  ينَوص  هت د  اة َم  د  َه  و 

اب  .الو ه 
 Ending 

 

Whoever truthfully asks Allāh, the 

Most High, showing is need in front 

of Him, knowing that His Lord is rich 

and free of Him whilst He is weak 

and poor in front of Him, [such a 

person] Allāh will readily answer his 

supplication. 

 

Allah, the Most High, said: {And 

when My worshippers ask you, 

[O Muḥammad], concerning Me - 

indeed I am near. I respond to the 

invocation of the supplicant 

when he calls upon Me. So let 

them respond to Me [by 

obedience] and believe in Me 

that they may be [rightly] guided} 

[02:186] 

 
We ask Allāh, the Most High, to 

make us from those people who 

see the truth as truth and follow it, 

and see falsehood as falsehood 

and avoid it; that He makes guides 

who are followed, and righteous 

people who rectify others; and that 

He does not deviate our hearts after 

He guided us; and that He bestows 

upon us mercy from Himself, verily 

He is al-Wahhāb. 


