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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none
as a partner in the worship of his Lord} [18:110]
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In the name of Alldh, ar-Rahman
(the most merciful), ar-Rahim (the
bestower of mercy).

All praise is for Allah, Lord of all
worlds. May Allah send salutations
of praise upon Muhammad, the seal
of the prophets; upon his family and
all his companions; and grant them
abundant peace until the Day of
Recompense.

This is a brief overview of chapters
on legislated etiquettes and noble
manners.

Section

The one who initiates the greeting of
salam is the one walking past the
one sitting; and the rider should
greet the one walking and sitting.

Initiating the greeting of salam is an
encouraged sunnah.

If one person from a group of
walkers or riders gives the greeting,
it suffices on behalf of the whole

group.
Similarly, if one person from those
who are sitting returns the greeting
of salam, it suffices on behalf of the
group.
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The wording of the greeting is:
“salamun ‘alaykum”; the wording to
reply is: “wa‘alaykum as-salam”.

The additional wording which is
legislated is: “wa rahmatullahi wa
barakatuh” - and it is not
encouraged to say anything
additional to this.

It is better to only add: “wa
rahmatullahi” so there is an
opportunity for the one replying to
reply with the legislated addition —
by saying “wa barakatuh” — thereby
replying with something better or
equivalent to it.

If someone gives salam, then a tree
or wall comes between them and
the person they greeted, and
afterward they meet again, the
encouragement of giving the salam
is renewed. This was the practice of
the companions of the Prophet % -
radiaAllahu ‘anhum.

It is disliked giving salam to young
women as that may lead to them
replying, and to hearing their voices,
and this could potentially lead to
temptation — and how often has a
voice dragged a person to desires
and passionate love.
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There is no harm in giving salam to
elderly women and women who are
openly present in public, since
there is no fear of temptation from
their voices. Also, a woman who
appears publicly may need to be
greeted and to return greetings.

Necessity has an effect in such
matters, just as it is permissible for
a witness to look at a woman’s face
to remember her features and
thereby establish testimony.

Likewise, a jeweller, a weaver, and
anyone with  whom women
commonly interact among
tradesmen and craftsmen may
speak with them as needed.

There is also no harm in giving
salam to children, as a way of
teaching them manners,
encouraging good character, and
training them in how to interact
respectfully with others.

Itis encouraged to give salam when
departing, just as it is when
entering; though the
encouragement of giving salam
upon entering is more emphasised.

madeenah.com



Page7

- /S'-

.0 _}@,.J\j;,u L)JJ QY ‘u\)mj\ :-L:;.H

/,} > Yj &)\w&w‘wwm‘}ia;

Sy @@sﬁj@g\j o2 gl e &8 o el T iy B 2G5
8 EaE 35 ez 25800 iy €530 o2 ol ¢ Al e ol pl el sy

Section

Shaking hands between two men
is encouraged.

It is not permissible to shake
hands with young women,
because that may arouse desire.

There is no harm, in embracing
(hugging), or kissing the head or
the hand of someone
distinguished by religion,
knowledge, or old age in Islam.

It is encouraged to stand in
respect for a just ruler, one’s
parents, and people distinguished
by religion, piety, knowledge,
generosity, or noble lineage.

It is not encouraged [to stand] for
others besides them.
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Section

It is befitting for a person to not listen
in on people’s private matters, nor a
discussion that they have not invited
them to be a part of.

It is not permissible to listen to
people’s conversation when they
are consulting privately among
themselves.

Whoever looks around cautiously
while speaking is like a person who
has entrusted [the privacy of] their
conversation to others; it s
therefore obligatory to preserve
their confidence, because them
looking around shows a concern
that their words might spread or be
disclosed.

Section

Arrogance and haughtiness in
walking are disliked.

Rather, a person should walk
moderately and with purpose. This
is because walking with a swagger
is a walking despised by Allah, the
most-high — except when moving
between the ranks [in a battle].
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Section

From noble manners is to overlook
people’s faults and what may
unintentionally occur in moments of
unawareness - such as a person’s
private parts being [unintentionally]
exposed; or passing wind due to
[noticing] a sound or odour.

Whoever notices such a thing and
pretends to have not heard it, or acts
as though they were asleep or
unaware, to spare the person’s
embarrassment, then this s
considered a part of noble
character.

Section

Ten practices are from the fitrah
(natural disposition): five pertaining
to the head and five pertaining to the
body.

Those pertaining to the head are
rinsing the mouth; snuffing water
into the nose; brushing teeth
(siwak); trimming the moustache
and letting the beard grow.

Those pertaining to the body are
shaving pubic hair, plucking armpit
hair, trimming nails, cleansing
oneself after relieving oneself
(istinja’), and circumcision.
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Section

Plucking grey hair is disliked. It has
been reported in a hadith that grey
hair is the light of Allah. [1]

Grey hair is also a reminder of
death, something that shortens
worldly hopes, encourages good
deeds, and brings dignity and
gravity.

Shaving the back of the neck is
disliked, except for someone
intending hijamah (cupping); this is
what has been narrated in the
Sunnan.

Section

A person should not suddenly enter
upon relatives or outsiders, in case
they are seen wearing casual
clothes whereby the ‘awrah is
uncovered. Permission should be
sought three times; if permission is
granted, they may enter, otherwise
they should return.

Section

It is forbidden for two people to
converse privately excluding a third
person, because this causes
loneliness and breaks the heart.

[1] The only hadith which has been narrated
in this regard is that it is “the light of a
Muslim” and “the light of a Mu'min”.
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Section

It is recommended to begin eating
with “Bismillah” and to end with
“Alhamdulillah”.

A person should eat with their right
hand from what is nearest to them,
when the food is of one kind.

They should not eat from the top of
the food, but rather from its sides;
the same applies to measuring (or
weighing) foods, for this is more
conducive to attaining barakah
(blessings), as has been narrated in
the Sunan.

One should not blow on hot or cold
food. Eating and drinking while
standing are not considered
disliked, though doing so while
reclining is disliked.

When passing a drinking glass, or a
morsel of food, one should pass it
to the person on the right.

This was the practice of the Prophet
%
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Section

Whoever intends to sleep should
close their door, tie up their
waterskin, cover their utensils, and
extinguish their lamp. This is what
has been narrated in the Sunnan
from the Prophet .

Ahmad, may Allah be pleased with
him, disliked washing hands
specifically for eating, although
there are narrations affirming this.

Perhaps those narrations were not
considered authentic according to
Ahmad - may Allah be pleased with
him.

Section

It is encouraged to wash the hands
after eating greasy food which has
a smell, more so before sleeping,
for warnings have been narrated
regarding this because of insects
and other harmful creatures.

It is disliked for someone intending
to go to the mosque for salah or
i'tkaf to eat  foul-smelling
vegetables such as onions, garlic,
and leeks.

The  Prophet #¥  prohibited
approaching the masjid while
carrying such odours.
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It is encouraged to accept an
invitation to a walimah (wedding
feast). However, a person should
not attend an invitation for a
celebration for circumcision — since
it is an innovated custom.

If a person attends a walimah, they
are not obligated to eat. Rather,
they may eat if they wish, otherwise
they may simply make du’a and
depart.

Accepting such invitations is only
encouraged in the absence of
frivolous sinful play, evil, or
excessive amusement present.

If the gathering contains something
haram, then attending it is
forbidden; and if it contains
something makruh (disliked), then
attending is disliked.

It is disliked for people of dignity
and virtue to eagerly accept
invitations to food, to be overly
lenient, and to attend unlawful
feasts or gatherings; for this leads
to lowliness and causes one to lose
respect and authority in people’s
minds.
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Itis encouraged for a Muslim to visit
his Muslim brother when he is ill, to
attend his funeral when he dies,
and to console his family.

There is no harm in visiting a
dhimmi (non-Muslim under Muslim
protection) when ill, because the
Prophet £ visited a Jewish man and
said: ‘How are you feeling, O
Jew?’

Section

Backbiting is forbidden regarding a
person who is not openly
committing sins and shameful acts,
due to his saying, the most-high:

{And do not backbite one
another...} [49:12]
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Whoever mentions  something
about a fasiq (openly sinful person)
which is actually true of them, with
the intention of making people
cautious of the fasiq, or when asked
by a person regarding one
intending marriage, partnership, or
business dealings, then he is not
guilty of backbiting him, nor does he
bear the sin of backbiting.

Rather, they receive the reward of
nasthah (sincere advice), due to the
saying of the Prophet £: “Mention
regarding a sinful person what is
in them so that people may
beware.”

It cannot be thought of ‘Umar ibn al-
Khatab, radiaAllahu ‘anhu, that he
was backbiting when he chose six
companions as a shura [to choose
the next caliph] among them, while
mentioning the fault of each one of
them. Rather, he only intended by
that sincere advice for the sake
Allah, his Messenger, and the
benefit of the people of Islam.

Section

Backbiting, therefore, is mentioning
a person’s weakness or fault, with
no other intent except to disparage,
belittle, or insult the person being
spoken about.
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It is encouraged for a person to
control and safeguard their tongue,
and to speak little except in matters
of concern, and necessity.

However, better than silence is to
use the tongue in benefitting others
and benefitting oneself, such as
reciting the Qur'an, teaching
knowledge, making dhikr of Allah,
the most-high, enjoining what is
right, forbidding what is wrong, and
reconciling between people.

Section:

Wearing silk is forbidden for men
and permissible for women.

Likewise, adorning oneself with
gold is impermissible - even a ring,
even if only the size of a locust’s
eye.

There is no dislike in wearing khazz
(a garment made of a fabric mixed
with silk and wool as the base
material) mixed with fur.

Likewise, [there is no dislike in
wearing] gqabati garments, in which
cotton is greater than the silk.
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It is not permissible to place images
on clothing, furnishings, or curtains,
referring to images in the form of
living creatures, because the
Prophet ¥ said: “Angels do not
enter a house in which there are
images.”

It is preferred to wear a ring on the
left hand, though there is no harm
in wearing it on the right hand.

It is not permitted for a person to
drag his garment out of pride and
arrogance.

Entering a hammam (public
bathhouse) is permissible for men
when wearing lower garments
(waist down) that sufficiently cover
the body.

It is disliked for women, except in
cases of illness or need.

There is no harm in dyeing hair with
henna, rather it is encouraged.
Similarly, dyeing with katam (a
plant used for dark dyeing). Dyeing
with black is disliked.

It is not permissible for a man to be
in seclusion with a woman who is
not mahram (unmarriageable kin)
to him.
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Two men or two women must not
lie naked together in one bed, nor
cover themselves in a single
garment.

It is not permissible to deliberately
attend gatherings of amusement
and play, nor anything from
musical entertainments, such as
drums and wind instruments.
However, the exception is for the
“‘duff’ at weddings, due to the
saying of the Prophet
“Publicize the marriage and
beat the ‘duff’ for it.”

There is no harm in rugyah
(incantations for healing) using
the names of Allah, the most-high,
and likewise in using ta'widh
(amulets) containing them.

Section

Seeking treatment  through
hijamah (cupping), fasd
(bloodletting), cauterization, and
drinking medicines is permissible.

It is not permissible to seek
treatment with any haram
substance, nor anything najs
(impure).

It has been narrated from Ahmad
ibn Hanbal that cauterization and
cutting veins were disliked,
though the first opinion [that they
are permissible] is more correct.
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Section

Whoever sees a snake in his home
should warn it three times; if it
appears again after that, he may Kkill
it.

Imam Ahmad, radiaAllahu ‘anhu,
said: “If it is the two-striped snake or
the “Abtar” snake, then he should
kill it without warning it.”

The “Two-striped snake” is the one
that has a black line on its back.

The “Abtar snake” is the thick snake
with a short tail.

The wording by which one warns it
is: ‘Leave in peace, or ‘Go in
peace.’

Section

It is permissible to kill geckos.

It is not permissible to kill ants, nor
to destroy their nests.

It is disliked to kill lice with fire.

And it is not lawful to kill frogs,
because the Prophet *# forbade
killing frogs.”
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Section

It is not permissible to castrate
livestock animals, nor to brand
them with fire for marking purposes.

Medical treatment, however, is
permissible - according to what we
allowed in one of the two
narrations.

Section

It is disliked to remove unhygienic
substances [from oneself] inside
the masajid, such as trimming nails,
cutting moustache, and plucking
armpit hair. [Similarly, it is disliked
to] carry out work or crafts like
sewing, beadwork, cotton-carding,
trade, and similar activities, if done
excessively.

But it is not disliked if it is minimal,
such as patching a garment,
repairing a sandal, or tying it when
its strap breaks.
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Section

Goodness towards is obligatory.

Imadm Ahmad, radiaAllahu ‘anhu,
was asked regarding goodness to
parents: “Is it a fard (obligatory)?”
He replied: “I do not say ‘fard,” but
rather it is wajib”.

It is not permissible to obey them in
disobedience to Allah, the most-
high.

He explicitly stated this, due to the
saying of the Prophet %: “There is
no obedience to any creation in
disobedience to Allah, the most-
high.”
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Section

Leaning back upon the left hand
placed behind one’s back, is
disliked.

Sitting between sunlight and shade,
is also disliked.

Section

It is recommended that a person
says, upon rising from a gathering:

“Glorified are you [above any
imperfections] O Allah, and by your
praise. There is no deity worthy of
worship except you. | seek your
forgiveness and repent to you.”

This is as an expiation for [any sins
committed during] the sitting.

It is disliked to sit in the shade of a
minaret, to sweep the house with a
cloth rag, and to drink from the
cracked part of a vessel.

This is a mention of some
etiquettes, and Allah, the most-
high, is the one who grants success
to what is correct.
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Benefits
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