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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none
as a partner in the worship of his Lord} [18:110]
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Notes

This concise treatise can be found in “ad-Durrar as-Saniyyah” Vol 2. Page 66. Although the original
treatise has been entitled by the compiler as “at-Tawhid Thalathat al-Usil (Tawhid is Three
Foundations), it is more encompassing than the title suggests - as it includes the types of tawhid,
shirk, kufr and nifaq, along with proofs for each one. | have therefore altered the title to reflect this.

| gift this translation to my brothers amongst the students of knowledge, to teach to the masses, due
to the paramount importance of the subject matter.

| ask Allah, as-SamT al-Mujib, to remove from the Muslims that which has afflicted our lands; that he
guides us back to our religion; and he does not punish us for what the foolish among us do.

Written: 3 Rabt’ ath-Thani, 1446h, corresponding to 7" October, 2024.
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In the name of Allah, ar-Rahman
(the most merciful), ar-Rahim (the
bestower of mercy).

We seek his aid; all praise is for
Allah, and he suffices.

May peace be upon his righteous
worshippers who he has chosen;
thereafter:

Know — may Allah show you mercy,
that Allah, the most-high, created
creation to worship him, not
directing any of it to other than him.

The most-high said: {And | did not
create jinn and mankind except to
worship me} [51:56]

‘Ibadah  (worship) is tawhid,
because the contention between the
prophets and [their] nations was
regarding it, as the most-high said:

{We certainly sent to every nation
a messenger, [saying], "Worship
Allah [alone] and shun the false
deities."} [16:36]
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Tawhid is three foundations: To
single him out in his Rubdbiyyah
(his Lordship); To single him out in
al-Uldhiyyah (exclusive right to
worship); to single him out in his
dhat (essence), asma (names) and
sifat (attributes).

The First Foundation: Tawhid ar-
Rubiibiyyah.

This is what the mushrikdn
(polytheists) at the time of the
Messenger of Allah # affirmed,
however this belief did not enter
them into Islam. The Prophet %
fought them, and permitted their
blood and property. [1]

This [aspect of tawhid] is to single
out Allah in all his [exclusive]
actions.

The proof for this, is his saying, the
most-high: {Say, "Who provides
for you from the heaven and the
earth? Or who controls hearing
and sight and who brings the
living out of the dead and brings
the dead out of the living and who
arranges [every] matter?" They
will say, "Allah," so say, "Then
will you not fear him?"} [10:31]

[1] i.e. wars took places between kufr
and Islam. [TN]
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The Second Foundation: Tawhid
al-Uluhiyyah.

This was the basis of dispute and
contention throughout ancient and
recent times - for people to single
out Allah in acts [of worship].

[Actions] such as dua
(supplication), raja (hope), khawf
(fear); khashyah (awe); isti’anah
(seeking help), isti’adhah (seeking
refuge); mahabbah (love), inabah
(continuous obedience), nadhr
(taking VOWS), dhabh
(slaughtering), raghbah (desire of
ultimate reward), rahbah (dread of
ultimate  punishment), khushi’
(humility), tadhallul
(submissiveness) and  ta’zim
(veneration and exaltation).

The proof for du’a is his saying, the
most-high: {And your Lord says,
"Call upon me; | will respond to
you"} [40:60]

Each one of these types has a proof
from the Qur’an.
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The essence of ‘ibadah (worship)
is absolute sincerity for Allah, the
most-high, alone; and absolute
following of the Messenger .

The most-high said: {And the
places of worship are for Allah,
so do not invoke with Allah
anyone} [72:18]

And his saying, the most-high:
{So believe in Allah and his
Messenger, the unlettered
prophet, who believes in Allah
and his words, and follow him
that you may be guided} [07:158]

[And his saying, the most-high:]
{And we sent not before you
any messenger except that we
revealed to him that, "There is
no deity except me, so worship
me"} [21:25]

\oA
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And his saying, the most-high: {To
him [alone] is the call of truth.
And those they call upon besides
him do not respond to them with
a thing...} to his saying: {...and the
supplication of the disbelievers is
not but in error} [13:14]

And his saying: {That is because
Allah is the truth, and that what
they call upon other than him is
falsehood} [22:62]

And his saying, the most-high: {And
whatever the Messenger has
given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from}
[59:07]

And his saying, the most-high: {Say,
"If you should love Allah, then
follow me, so Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins. And
Allah is all-forgiving and
bestower of mercy"} [03:31]
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The Third Foundation: Tawhid
adh-Dhat (his essence), al-Asma
(names) and as-Sifat (attributes).

As he, the most-high, said: {Say,
"He is Allah, [who is] one. Allah,
as-Samad (the eternal refuge).
He neither begets nor is born.
Nor is there to him any
equivalent"} [112:1-4]

And his saying, the most-high:
{And to Allah belong the best
names, so call upon him by them.
And abandon those who practice
deviation concerning his names.
They will be recompensed for
what they have been doing}
[07:180]

He said, the most-high: {There is
nothing like him, and he is as-
Sami1 (the all-hearing), al-Basir
(the all-seeing)} [42:11]
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Know, that the opposite of tawhid is
shirk. It is three types: Major Shirk,
Lesser Shirk and Hidden Shirk.

The proof for Major Shirk is his
saying, the most-high: {Indeed,
Allah does not forgive for
partners to be associated with
him, but he forgives what is less
than that for whom he wills. And
he who associates others with
Allah has certainly committed a
great sin} [04:48]

And his saying, the most-high:
{And the Messiah said, "O
Children of Israel, worship Allah,
my Lord and your Lord. Indeed,
he who associates others with
Allah — Allah has forbidden him
Paradise, and his final abode is
the Fire. And there are not for the
wrongdoers any helpers™"} [05:72]
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It is four types:

First type: Shirk in invocations (i.e.
supplications)

The proof for this is the saying of
the most-high: {But when they
embarked on the ship, they
called upon Allah, sincere to him
in religion. But when he saved
them to the land, at once they
associate others with him. So
they will deny what we have
brought them and they will enjoy
themselves, but they are going to
know} [29:65-66]

The second type: Shirk in intention
i.e. in one’s want and purpose.

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high: {Whoever desires the
life of this world and its
adornment - we fully repay them
for their deeds therein, and they
will not be deprived. Those are
the ones for whom there is not in
the Hereafter but fire, and
worthless is what they have done
therein, and vain is what they
used to do} [11:15-16]
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Third type: Shirk in obedience.

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high: {They have taken their
scholars and monks as lords
besides Allah, and [they have
taken as lord] the Messiah, son
of Maryam; and they were not
commanded except to worship
only one deity; there is none
deserving of worship except
him; Exalted is he above
whatever they associate with
him} [09:31]

Its explanation which contains no
unclarity, is that this refers to
obeying scholars, and other people,
in the disobedience of Allah, the
glorified - not necessarily invoking
and calling upon them.

This is how the Messenger of Allah
£ explained it to ‘Adiyy Ibn Hatim,
when he (‘Adiyy) said to him “...but
we do not worship them”, the
Prophet ¥ mentioned to him that
“worshipping them” is in obeying
them in acts of disobedience. [1]

[1] Referring to the hadith of ‘Adiyy,
collected by at-Tirmidhi, The Prophet #
replied to him saying, “Do they not forbid
what Allah allows, so you forbid it; and allow
what Allah forbids, so you allow it? This is
their worship. [TN]

e
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Fourth type: Shirk in love.

The proof for this is his saying, the
most-high: {And of the people are
some who take other than Allah
as equals [to him]. They love
them as they should love Allah.
But those who believe are
stronger in love for Allah. And if
only they who have wronged
would consider, when they see
the punishment, [that all]] power
belongs to Allah and that Allah is
severe in punishment}

to his saying: {And they will not be
able to exit the Fire} [02:165-166]
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The second type: Lesser Shirk — it
is riya. [1]

The proof for it, is his saying the
most-high: {So whoever hopes for
the meeting with his Lord, let him
work righteousness and not
associate in the worship of his
Lord anyone} [18:110]

The third type: Hidden Shirk.

The proof for this is his saying %,
“Shirk in this Ummah is more
hidden than the movement of an
ant, on a black rock, in the
darkness of the night.”

Its cure is, his saying £: “O Allah, |
seek refuge in you from
knowingly associating others
with you, and | seek your
forgiveness for what | do
unknowingly.” [2]

[1] Riya: performing ‘ibadah to be seen, and
to show off. [TN]

[2] Narrated by Abu Muisa al-Ash’ari;
Collected by Ahmad. It has also been
narrated by Ma'qil Ibn Yasar in al-Adab al-
Mufrad; authenticated by al-Albani. [TN]
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Kufr (disbelief) is two types:

An act of disbelief which exits a
person from the religion [of Islam].

This is five types:

First type: Disbelief of rejection and
denial.

The proof for it, is his saying, the
most-high: {And who is more
unjust than one who invents
about Allah a lie or denies the
truth when it has come to him? Is
there not in Hell a residence for
the disbelievers?} [29:68]

Second Type: The disbelief of
arrogance and stubborn rejection,
despite knowing it is the truth.

The proof for this, is his saying, the
most-high: {And [mention] when
we said to the angels, "Prostrate
to Adam,"” and they prostrated,
except for Iblis. He refused and
was arrogant and became of the
disbelievers} [02:34]
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Third type: Disbelief of doubt, which
is disbelief of uncertainty and
indifference.

Its proof is his saying, the most-
high: {And he entered his garden
while he was unjust to himself.
He said, "l do not think that this
will ever perish. And | do not
think the Hour will occur. And if |
should be returned to my Lord,
indeed, for me there will be better
than this as a return." His
companion said to him while he
was conversing with him, "Have
you disbelieved in he who
created you from dust and then
from a sperm-drop and made you
a man?"} [18:35-37]

Fourth type: The disbelief of
complete neglect and turning way.

The proof for it is his saying, the
most-high: {But those who
disbelieve, from that of which
they are warned, are turning
aways} [46:03]
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Fifth Type: Disbelief of hypocrisy.

The proof for it is his saying, the
most-high: {That is because they
have believed, then disbelieved;
so their hearts have been sealed,

and they do not understand}
[63:03]

[The second category of kufr is]
Lesser Kufr: It does not exit a
person from the religion of Islam, it
is rejecting and being
unappreciative of blessings.

Its proof is his saying, the most-
high: {And Allah presents an
example of a city which was safe
and secure, its provision coming
to it in abundance from every
place; but it [the people of the
city[ denied the favours of Allah,
so Allah made it taste the
extreme of hunger and fear
because of what they had been
earning} [16:112]

And his saying: {Indeed, mankind
is ungrateful} [14:34]
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As for hypocrisy, it is two types:
Hypocrisy of Belief, and Hypocrisy
of Actions.

As for Hypocrisy of Belief, it is six
types:

Denying and rejecting the
Messenger £,

Denying and rejecting some of what
the Messenger % came with.

Hating the Messenger .

Hating what the Messenger £ came
with.

Rejoicing at the decline of the
religion of the Messenger .

Disliking for the religion of the
Messenger % to be victorious.

These six types make a person
among those in the lowest depths of
Fire.

We seek refuge with Allah from
opposing [his  religion] and
hypocrisy.
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As for Hypocrisy of Actions, it is five
types:
Lying, when speaking.
Vulgarity, when arguing.
Betrayal, after making a covenant.
Dishonesty, when entrusted.

Being unfaithful, when making a
promise.

Allah, the glorified and most-high,
knows best.

May Allah send salutations of
praise upon our master
Muhammad, his family and
companions; and an abundance of
peace.
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