
                                                                                           madeenah.com 

 

 

  

Authored by 

Muḥammad Ibn ‘AbdulWahhāb 

 

Translated by 

Abul Abbaas Naveed Ayaaz 

 

Publisher 

Madeenah.com 

al-Madeenah an-Nabawiyyah 

Saudi Arabia 

 

eMail 

admin@madeenah.com 

 

 

 

Workbook 

The Four Fundamental 

Principles 
 

 

ََدَ اعَ وَ ـالقَ 
 
 عَ ربَ ال



 

          madeenah.com P
ag

e2
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workbook: al-Qawā’id al-Arba’ (The Four Fundamental Principles) 

 

Electronic Edition - Version 5.00 Friday 6th September, 2024 

Copyright © 2024 - Madeenah.com 

 

All Rights Reserved* 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 

system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the copyright owner; 

 

*Except for one who wishes to charitably print and freely distribute this publication, “as is” - strictly 

without change, solely seeking the Pleasure of Allah. 

 

ا  فَمَن{  }كَانَ يَ رْجُو لقَِاءَ رَب هِِ فَ لْيَ عْمَلْ عَمَلًا صَالِِاا وَلََ يُشْركِْ بِعِبَادَةِ ربَِ هِ أَحَدا

{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none 

as a partner in the worship of his Lord} [18:110] 
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In the name of Allāh, ar-Raḥmān 

(the most merciful), ar-Raḥīm (the 

bestower of mercy) 

 

I ask Allāh, the most generous; the 

Lord of the great throne, to protect 

you in this world and the hereafter; 

that he makes you blessed 

wherever you are and makes you 

from those who: 

 

- show gratitude when provided for. 

 

- are patient when afflicted [with a 

calamity]. 

 

- seek forgiveness after committing 

a sin.  

 

Indeed, these three [characteristics] 

are the keys to happiness. 

 

َالله َالرَّحَ َمـب سم  يـــــمَ ن   .الرَّح 

َ لَّّ ت و  نَي 
 
َأ يم  َالع ظ  َالع رش  َر بَّ يم  ر 

َالك  َالله  ل 
 
سأ

 
ة َأ ر  ني اَو الآخ  َالدُّ َفِ  نَ َ،ك 

 
َـي ََو أ نت  اَك  ين م 

 
َأ كًا ب ار  َم  ل ك  نَ َجع 

 
َو أ

َمَ ـي َ ل ك  رَ ـجع  ك  َش  ي  عط 
 
نَإ ذ اَأ َ مَّ ب  َص  إ ذ اَابت لِ   َ،َو 

 
إ ذ اَأ .،َو  ر  َاست غف   ذ نب 

َ َالثَّلاث  ؤ لّء  َه  ة ََف إ نَّ اد  ع  َالسَّ ن و ان   .ع 
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Know - may Allāh guide you to his 

obedience - that al-Ḥanīfiyyah is the 

religion of Ibrāhīm (‘alayhi as-

salām): that you worship Allāh 

alone, making the religion sincerely 

for him; as He, the most-high, said, 

{I did not create jinn nor mankind 

except to worship me} [51:56] 

When you have acknowledged that 

Allāh created you for his worship, 

know that worship is not regarded 

as being worship unless it is 

accompanied by tawḥīd, just as 

ṣalāh is not called “ṣalāh” unless it 

is accompanied by purification. 

Similarly, if shirk enters worship it 

invalidates it, just like impurity 

[invalidates] purification when it 

enters into it. 

 

 

ت هَ َعل مَ اَ  اع  َل ط  َالله  ك  د  رش 
 
َالأ نَّ

 
لَّةَ ـ:َأ َم  يَّة  ن يف  يمَ َح  ه َمَ َ،إ بر اه  َو حد  َالله  نَت عب د 

 
اَلَ  َالددَـأ ََ،ينَ خل صا اَق ال  م  ك 

َ: َالت ع الَ  ل قت  اَخ  م  {ـ}و  ون  َإ لََّّلِ  عب د  نس  َو الإ  نَّ  ٥٦َ:ََالذاريات ج 

ت هَ  ب اد  َل ع  ك  ل ق  َخ  َالله  نَّ
 
َأ فت  ر  يدَ َ،َف اعل مَ ف إ ذ اَع  َالتَّوح  ع  ةاَإ لَّم  ب اد  َع  مََّّ ب اد ة َلَّت س  َالع  نَّ

 
لاة َلَّأ َالصَّ نَّ

 
اَأ م  ،َك 

َ لاةاَإ لَّّ َص  مََّّ ة َت س  ار  ه  َالطَّ ع  َالَ.َم  ل  َف إ ذ اَد خ  تشّد د  ف س  ةَ  ب اد  َالع  َفِ  لَ،ك  اـكَ  ه  َالطَّ َفِ  ل  َإ ذ اَد خ  ث  د   .ر ةح 
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When you have acknowledged that 

shirk entering into worship 

invalidates it, negates all actions 

and a person remains in the Fire for 

eternity, you will therefore realise 

the most important matter upon you 

is: to have knowledge regarding 

this, so that Allāh may save you 

from the abyss of committing shirk 

with him. 

  

Allāh, the most-high, said regarding 

this, {Indeed Allāh does not 

forgive that partners should be 

set up with him, but He forgives 

everything else [apart from that] 

to whom He wills} [04:116] 

This knowledge comprises of four 

principles which Allāh, the most-

high, has mentioned in his Book.  

 

 

َ َالشّد نَّ
 
َأ فت  ر  اف إ ذ اَع  ه  د  فس 

 
ة َأ ب اد  َالع  ال ط  َإ ذ اَخ  َال ك  ن  َم  ب ه  اح  ا رَص  َو ص  ل  م  َالع  حب ط 

 
َالنَّارَ ـو أ َفِ  ين  الد   َ،خ 
َي َ ن 

 
َأ َالله  َل ع لَّ َذ ل ك  ف ة  عر  َم  ل يك  اَع  َم  مَّ ه 

 
َأ نَّ

 
َأ فت  ر  ةلَ خَ ـع  ب ك  الشَّ هَ  ذ  نَه  َم  ك  َ .ص  َالشّد يَو هِ   َب الله َالذَّ  ك 
َاللهَ  َف يهَ َق ال  الَ  َاللهَ {َ:ت ع  اءَ إ نَّ نَي ش  َل م  َذ ل ك  اَد ون  َم  ر  ي غف  َو  َب ه  نَي شّ ك 

 
َأ ر   48ََ:َالنساءَ}َلّ َي غف 

َبَ  َك ت اب هَ ـو ذ ل ك  َفِ  َت ع الَ  اَالله  ر ه  َذ ك  د  َق و اع  رب ع 
 
َأ ف ة  عر   .م 
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The first principle: You should 

know that the disbelievers whom the 

Messenger of Allāh صلى الله عليه وسلم fought, they 

used to affirm that Allāh, the most-

high, is the absolute creator and the 

one who controls all affairs.  

 

However, this [belief in-of-itself] did 

not enter them into Islām. 

The proof of this is the saying of the 

most-high,  

 

{Say [O Muḥammad]: who 

provides for you from the 

Heavens and the earth? Who 

controls hearing and sight? Who 

brings out the living from the 

dead and brings out the dead 

from the living? Who controls the 

affairs? They will say: Allāh. Say: 

"Then will you not fear him?} 
[10:31] 

  

 

 

َ ول 
 
َال ة  د  اع  َالق  :َ ار  فَّ َالك  نَّ

 
َأ نَت عل م 

 
َاللهَ أ ول  َر س  م  َق ات ل ه  ين  وَ  صلى الله عليه وسلمَالذَّ  َه  َت ع الَ  َالله  نَّ

 
َب أ ون  رُّ ق  َـالَم  ال ق  خ 

ب  َـال د   .رَ ـــم 

َل َ َذ ل ك  نَّ
 
ل َـو أ َالإ سلامَ مَي دخ  مَفِ   .ه 

: ت ع الَ   َ َق ولَ  ل  لِ  نَي{َو الدَّ مَّ
 
َأ رض 

 
َو ال اء  م  َالسَّ ن  مَمد نَي رز ق ك  َ ـَق لَم  َمل ك  َّ َالحَ  ر ج 

نَيُ  م  ار َو  بص 
 
َوال مع  السَّ

َال ن  َالـم  ر ج 
يُ  َو  يدت  َالـم  ن  َم  يَّت  دَـم  ونَ حَ  ف لا َت تَّق 

 
لَأ ق  َف  َاللّ   ول ون  ي ق  َف س  مر 

 
َال بدر  نَي د  م   31ََ:َيونسَ}َو 
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الثَّان ي ةَ  ةَ  د  اع  َ:َالق 
 
ول ونَ ـنََّأ ق  مَي  ََ،ه  مَإ لَّّ ه 

هن اَإ لِ  ت و جَّ مَو  ون اه  اَد ع  .م  ة  اع  ف  َو الشَّ رب ة  َالق  ب 
ل   َل ط 

َ: الَ  َت ع  َق ولَ   رب ة  َالق  ل  لِ  ولِ  آءَ {ف د 
 
َأ نَد ون ه  َم  وا َاتََّّ ذ  ين  ََو الذَّ  َاللَّّ  َإ نَّ َز لفَ  َاللَّّ  ب ون اَإ لَ  رد َلِ  ق  مَإ لَّّ ه  اَن عب د  م 

ارٌَ فَّ ذ بٌَك  َكَ  و  نَه  يَم  ه د  َلّ َي  َاللَّّ  َإ نَّ ون  َيُ  ت ل ف  َف يه  م  اَه  َم  َفِ  م  َب ي ن ه  م   ٣:ََالزمرَ}يَ  ك 

َ: َت ع الَ  َق ولَ   ة  اع  ف  َالشَّ ل  َ{و د لِ  ول ون  ي ق  مَو  ع ه  َي نف  لّ  َو  م  ُّه  َي ضُ  اَلّ  َم  َاللّ   نَد ون  َم  ون  ي عب د  ن اَو  اؤ  ع  ف  َش  ـؤ لّء ه 
 َ َاللّ  ند   ١٨َ:َيونس} ع 

 The Second Principle:  They [the 

disbelievers] say: ‘we do not call 

upon them (the false gods) and turn 

towards them except to seek 

nearness and intercession [to 

Allāh].’  

 

The proof [of them claiming to seek] 

nearness, is his saying, {Those 

who take protectors besides Him 

(say): ‘We only worship them so 

they may bring us near to Allāh.’ 

Verily, Allāh will judge between 

them concerning that wherein 

they differ. Truly, Allāh guides 

not him who is a liar, and a 

disbeliever} [39:03] 

 

The proof [of them claiming to seek] 

intercession is the saying of the 

most-high, {They worship other 

than Allāh that which neither 

hurts them nor benefits them, 

and they say: "These are our 

intercessors with Allāh} [10:18] 
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َ ة  اع  ف  يَّةٌَو الشَّ نف  ةٌَم  اع  ف  :َش  ت ان  اع  ف  ثب ت ةٌََش  ةٌَم  اع  ف   .و ش 

َال ة  اع  ف  َإ لَّاللهَ ـف الشَّ ل يه  َع  ر  اَلَّي قد  َالله َف يم  ير 
َغ  ن  َم  ن تَت طل ب  اَكَ  :َم  يَّة  نف  :َم  الَ  لَ  َت ع  َق و  ل  لِ  اَ{؛َو الدَّ ه  يُّ

 
ي اَأ

َ ةٌ اع  ف  َش  لّ  َو  لَّةٌ َخ  لّ  َو  َف يه  َب يعٌ َلَّّ َي ومٌ نَي أتِ  
 
َأ نَق بل  مَمد َر ز قن اك  ا مَّ وا َم  ق  نف 

 
َأ ن وا  َآم  ين  َالذَّ  م  َه  ف ر ون  و الكَ 

ونَ  ال م   ٢٥٤َ:َالبقرةَ}الظَّ
َال ة  اع  ف  ثب ت ةَ ـو الشَّ َاللهَ م  ن  َم  َت طل ب  َالَّتِ  ةَ :َهِ   اع  ف  مٌَب الشَّ رَّ ك  َم  اف ع  َق ولَ  َـ،َو ال،َو الشَّ َالله  نَر ضِ   َلَ  َم  وع  شف  م 

َالإ ذنَ  َب عد  ل ه  م  ع  :َ،و  َت ع الَ  اَق ال  م  َب إ ذن ه {ك 
إ لَّّ هَ  ند  َع  ع  نَذ اَالذَّ يَي شف   ٢٥٥َ:َالبقرةَ}م 

 Shafā’ah is two types of 

intercession: The prohibited 

intercession and the [correct] 

affirmed intercession.  

 

The prohibited intercession is when 

it is sought from other than Allāh for 

something which only Allāh can 

provide. 

 

The proof is the saying of the most-

high, {O you who believe, spend 

of that with which We have 

provided for you, before a Day 

comes when there will be no 

bargaining, friendship nor 

intercession. It is the disbelievers 

who are the oppressors} [02:254] 

 

The [correct] affirmed intercession 

is that which is sought from Allāh. 

The one who intercedes is 

honoured with [his] intercession 

[being accepted], and the one who 

is interceded for is he whose deeds 

and speech are pleasing to Allāh, 

after he gives permission [for 

intercession to be sought]. 

 

As he, the most-high, said, {Who is 

he that can intercede with Him 

except with His permission?} 
[02:255] 
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ة َالثَّالث  ةَ  د  اع  َََّ:َالق  َالنَّب  نَّ
 
مَصلى الله عليه وسلم أ ات ه  ب اد  َع  َفِ  ق ين  ر  

ت ف  ن اسٍَم 
 
َأ َعَل   ر  ه  َالَ.ظ  نَي عب د  مَم  نه  ةَ ـم  مَم لائ ك  نه  م  ،َو 

الِ  ينَ  َو الصَّ نب ي اء 
 
َال نَي عب د  مم  نه  م  َو  ارَ َ، حج 

 
َو ال ار  شج 

 
َال نَي عب د  رَ م  م  َو الق  مس  َالشَّ نَي عب د  مَم  نه  م  َو  ،.َ

َالله َ ول  مَر س  ق ات ل ه  ل ََصلى الله عليه وسلمو  ردَـو  ف  مَق َمَي   .ب ين ه 
َ َق ولَ  َت ع الَ  ل  لِ  َ }َ:و الدَّ َّ َللّ  ُّه  َكُ  ين  َالدد ون  ي ك  َف ت ن ةٌَو  ون  َت ك  َلّ  ٰ تََّّ َح  م  ق ات ل وه   ٣٩النفالَ:ََ{و 

َ: الَ  َق ولَ  َت ع  ر  م  َو الق  مس  َالشَّ ل  لّ َ{و د لِ  َو  مس  واَل لشَّ د  َلّ َت سج  ر  م  َو الق  مس  َو الشَّ ار  َو النَّه  َاللَّيل  نَآي ات ه  م  و 
ونَ  ت عب د  نت مَإ يَّاهَ  َإ نَك  نَّ ه  ل ق  َالذَّ يَخ   َّ واَللّ  د  َو اسج  ر  م   ٣٧:ََفصلت} ل لق 

The Third Principle:  The Prophet 

 emerged amongst a people who صلى الله عليه وسلم

were diversified in their objects of 

worship.  

 

Amongst them were people who 

worshipped angels; some 

worshipped prophets and the 

righteous people; some worshipped 

stones and trees; whilst others 

worshipped the sun and the moon.  

 

The Messenger of Allāh صلى الله عليه وسلم fought 

them all and did not differentiate 

between them. 

 

The proof is the saying of the most-

high, {Fight them until there is no 

more fitnah (disbelief and 

polytheism) and all the religion is 

for Allāh [alone]} [02:193] 

 

The proof [that they worshipped] the 

sun and the moon is the saying of 

the most-high, 

 

{And from among His signs are 

the night and the day, and the sun 

and the moon. Do not prostrate to 

the sun or the moon, rather 

prostrate to Allāh, the One who 

created them if you [truly intend] 

to worship Him} [41:37] 
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َال ل  َـو د لِ  الَ  لَ  َت ع  َق و  ة  ال{َ:م لائ ك   َ وا ذ  نَت تَّخ 
 
َأ م  ك  ر  م 

 
لّ َي أ َو الندب يدينَ و  ة  رم لا ئ ك 

 
 ٨٠:َآلَعمرانََ }ب اباا...َأ

لَ  َ َق و  نب ي اء 
 
َال ل  :و د لِ  الَ  َاللهَ  {ت ع  إ ذ َق ال  ََو  ين   ه  َإ ل ـ مِّد 

 
َو أ ونِ  َاتََّّ ذ  َل لنَّاس  َق لت  نت 

 
أ َء  ي م  ر  َم  َاب ن  يسَ  ي اَع 

ت هَ  ل م  َع  د  ق  َف  َق ل ت ه  ن ت  َك  َإ ن  َبِ  قٍّ َلِ  اَل ي س  َم  ق ول 
 
َأ ن 

 
َأ َلِ  ون  اَي ك  َم  ان ك  ب ح  َس  َق ال  َاللّ   نَد ون  اََم  َم  ت ع ل م 

اَ َم  ل م  ع 
 
َأ لّ  َو  َن ف سِ  َفِ  ي وب  م َال غ  َع لاَّ ن ت 

 
َأ َإ نَّك  ك  َن ف س   ١١٦المائدةَ:ََ}فِ 

: الَ  لَ  َت ع  َق و  الِ  ين  َالصَّ ل  َ{َو د لِ   ك 
ٰ ولَ 

 
َأ َر حْ  ت ه  ون  ي ر ج  َو  ق ر ب 

 
َأ م  ه  يُّ

 
َأ يل ة  َال و س  م  بده  َر  َإ لَ  ون  َي ب ت غ  ون  ع  َي د  ين  الذَّ 

اب هَ  ذ  َع  يُ  اف ون   ٥٧الإسراءَ:ََ}و 

The proof [that they worshipped] 

angels is the saying of the most-

high, {Nor could he order you to 

take the angels and prophets as 

lords...} [03:80] 

 

The proof [that they worshipped] 

prophets is the saying of the most-

high, {When Allāh will say, ‘O 

‘Eesa son of Maryam, did you say 

to the people, ‘Worship me and 

my mother as two gods besides 

Allāh?’ He will say, ‘May you be 

Glorified! It was not for me to say 

what I had no right [to do so]. 

Had I said such a thing you 

would have surely known it. You 

know what is in myself and I do 

not know what is in yours. Truly, 

you are all-knowing of all that is 

hidden} [05:116] 

 

The proof [that they worshipped] 

righteous people is the saying of the 

most-high, {Those whom they call 

upon desire [for themselves] 

means of access to their Lord 

(Allāh), as to which of them 

should be the nearest, they hope 

for His mercy and fear His 

torment} [17:57] 
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َ َق ولَ  َت ع الَ  ار  ج  ح 
 
َو ال ار  شج 

 
َال ل  خر ىَ{:َو د لِ 

 
َال الثَّالث  ة  ن اةَ  م  زَّىَو  َو الع  َاللاَّت  يت م 

 
ف ر أ

 
 ١٩النجمَ:َ} أ

َ ي ث  د  ََو ح  َو اق دَاللَّيث  بِ 
 
نهَ َ-َأ َع  َالله  ر جَ ق ال ََ-َر ضِ   دَ:َخ  َالنَّب  ع  ن ينَصلى الله عليه وسلمَن اَم  َح  ن ََ،إ لَ  هدٍَـو  َع  ث اء  د  َح  حن 

فرٍَ ةٌَب ك  در  َس  ك ين  ل ل م شّ  ي ن ََ،َو  اَو  ه  ن د  َع  ون  ف  َوي عك 
 
اَأ َب ه  ون  ت ه مسط  نو اطٍََ،ل ح 

 
َأ اَذ ات  َل ه  ال  ق  رن اََي  ر  م  ف 

ةٍَ در   .ب س 
لن ا: ق  َالله َ"َف  ول  اَل ََصلى الله عليه وسلمي اَر س  م  نو اطٍَك 

 
َأ نو اطٍَـاجع لَلن  اَذ ات 

 
َأ مَذ ات  يثَ"…ه   .الِ د 

The proof [that they worshipped] 

the stones and trees is the saying 

of the most-high,  

{Have you considered al-Lāt and 

al-‘Uzza. And Manāt, the other 

third?} [53:19] 

Also, the ḥadīth of Abu Wāqid al-

Laythī (radiaAllāhu ‘anhu), who 

said:  

 

“We departed with the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to 

Ḥunayn and we had recently left 

disbelief. The mushrikūn 

(polytheists) used to have a lote-

tree which they would take as a 

place of devotion and hang their 

weapons upon; it had been named: 

‘Dhāt Anwāt’.” 

 

We passed by a lote-tree and said, 

“O Messenger of Allāh صلى الله عليه وسلم appoint for 

us a Dhāt Anwāt like they have a 

Dhāt Anwāt…”. [1] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
[1] Narrated by Abu Wāqid al-Laythi; 

Collected by at-Tirmidhī 
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ةَ  ة َالرَّاب ع  د  اع  َ:َالق  نَّ
 
كيأ ل ينَ َم شّ  وَّ

 
َال ن  َم  كًا َشِ  غل ظ 

 
ان ن اَأ م  َ ،ز 

 
َل  ون  ل ص  يُ  َو  اء  َالرَّخ  َفِ  ون  ك  َي شّ  ل ين  وَّ

 
َال نَّ

ة َ دَّ َالش   وَ،ََفِ  ك  م شّ  ةو  دَّ َو الش   اء  َالرَّخ  ائ مٌَفِ  مَد  ه  ك  ان ن اَشِ  م   .ز 

: الَ  ت ع   َ لَ  َق و  ل  لِ  ونَ {َو الدَّ ك  مَي شّ  ه  دَإ ذ اَ َالب  مَإ لَ  َّاه  نَ  اَ َف ل مَّ ين  الدد  َ َلَ  ين  ل ص  و اَاللَّّ َمُ  َد ع  لك  َالف  ك ب واَفِ  ر  َ}ف إ ذ اَ
 ٦٥العنكبوتَ:َ

َ َالله َعَل   لََّّ دٍَوعَلَو ص  لَّمَ َمُ  مَّ َو س  ب ه  ح   .آلَ  َو ص 
The Fourth Principle:  The 

mushrikūn (polytheists) of our time 

are worse in their shirk than those 

who preceded. 

 

This is because those who 

preceded would commit shirk 

during times of ease whilst directing 

their worship sincerely to Allāh 

during difficulties and hardship.  

 

However, the shirk of the 

mushrikūn (polytheists) of our time 

is constant - during times of both 

ease and difficulty.  

 

The proof is the saying of the most-

high,  

 

{When they embark on a ship 

they invoke Allāh making their 

faith pure for Him only, but when 

He brings them safely to land, 

behold, they give a share of their 

worship to others} [29:65] 

 

May Allāh send salutations of 

praise and peace be upon our 

Prophet Muḥammad; his family and 

all his companions. 
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