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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work
righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship
of his Lord} [ 18:110]
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In the name of Allah, the most
Merciful, the Bestower of mercy.

All praise is for Allah, the Lord of
worlds.

The good ending is for the pious.

May peace and blessings of Allah
be wupon His worshipper and
messenger, our Prophet
Muhammad; upon his family and
companions.

Thereafter: These are some brief
words outlining what is obligatory
upon every Muslim to know
regarding the religion of Islam.

| have called it “ad-durds al-
muhimmah li ‘@mmatil ummah”
(Important lessons for the Common
Muslims of the Ummah).

| ask Allah to make it an avenue of
benefit for the Muslims, and that He
accepts it from me.

Indeed, He is Generous and Kind.

‘Abdul’Aziz Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn Baz
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Lesson One: Sarah al-Fatihah
and the small chapters of
the Qur'an.

[Memorise] the opening chapter of
the Qur'an: al-Fatihah.

Also, memorise whatever is
possible from the short chapters
from Sdrah az-Zalzalah to Sirah
an-Nas.

[You should] learn by way of
listening and repeating, correcting
your recitation, memorising and
learning what ought to be
understood.
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Lesson Two: The pillars of Islam.

A clarification of the five pillars of
Islam. The first and greatest pillar is
the testification "there is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah, and
that Muhammad is the messenger
of Allah".

Its meaning is: ‘There is no deity
worthy  of worship’ negating
everything which is worshipped
besides Him. ‘Except Allah’ this
affirms that worship is for Allah
alone, He has no partners.

The conditions of La llaha illa Allah
are:

- ‘llm (Knowledge): negating
ignorance.

- Yaqin (certainty): dispelling
doubts.

- lkhlas (sincerity): negating
Shirk.

- Sidq (truthfulness):
negating lying.

- Mahabbah (love): negating
hatred.

- Inqgiyad (compliance)
negating non-compliance.

- Qubdl (acceptance)
negating repulsion.

- Kufr: disbelief in everything
which is worshipped
besides Allah.
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[These eight conditions] have been
collected in the following two verses
of poetry:

Knowledge, certainty, sincerity,
your truthfulness with. ..
...love, compliance and acceptance
of it.

its eighth has been added: disbelief
from you regarding...
...every object of worship besides
[the one true] deity.

[You should also know] the meaning
of the testification: “Muhammad
Rasalullah”.

It necessitates:

- Accepting the truthfulness of
whatever he informed.

- Obeying him in what he
commanded.

- Abandoning what he prohibited.

- That Allah is not worshipped
except in a manner which He —
the Majestic and Exalted - and
His messenger have legislated.

After this, the student should clarify
the remaining pillars of Islam: Salah,
Zakah, the fasting of Ramadan and
Hajj to the sacred house of Allah for
the person who is able.
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Lesson Three: The pillars of
Iman.

The pillars of Iman are six:
That you believe in Allah,
His Angels,

His Messengers,

His Books,

The Last Day.

That you believe in the Divine
Decree - the good and harm.
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Lesson Four: An explanation of
the types of Tawhid and Shirk.

An explanation of the different
types of Tawhid; they are three:
Tawhid ar- Rubdbiyyah, Tawhid al-
Uldhiyyah and Tawhid al-Asma
was-Siffat.

As for Tawhid ar- Rubibiyyah: It is
the belief in Allah (the Glorified) that
He is the Creator of everything, the
One who controls everything; He
has no partners in all of that.

As for Tawhid al-Ullhiyyah: It is the
belief that Allah, the Glorified, is the
only deity worthy of worship; He has
no partners in this.

This is the meaning of “La llaha llla
Allah” i.e. There is no deity worthy
of being worshipped except Allah.

All the different types of worship
such as Salah, fasting etc... must
be sincerely for Allah alone. None
of it can be directed to other than
Allah.

o 4 e Dls) Ly
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As for Tawhid al-Asma was-Siffat: It

is the belief in everything that has

been mentioned in the noble Qur'an

and the authentic  Ahadith

regarding the names and attributes

of Allah. Also, to affirm the names

and attributes of Allah in a befitting

manner without:

- Tabhrif (altering its wording)

- Ta'tll (negating its meaning)

- Takyif (questioning the reality
of them)

- Tamthll (equating them to
creation).

This is in implementing the saying
of Allah, the Glorified: {Say: He is
Allah, who is One. Allah, the
Eternal Refuge. He neither
begets noris born, noris thereto
Him any equivalent} [112:1-4]

{There is nothing like unto Him,
and He is the Hearing, the
Seeing} [42:11]

Some scholars have divided the
above three categories into two
categories; they included Tawhid
ar-Rubibiyyah and Tawhid al-
Asma was- Siffat into one category.
There is no dispute in this, as the
objective is very clear from both
categorisations.
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As for shirk, it is divided into three
types: Shirk Akbar, Shirk Asghar
and Shirk Khafiyy.

As for Shirk Akbar (Major Shirk):
It invalidates actions and
necessitates permanent residence
in the Fire for the person who died
upon it, as Allah, the most High,
said, {But if they had joined in
worship others with Allah, all
that they used to do would have
been of no benefit to them} [06:
88]

{It is not for the people of Shirk
to maintain the places of worship
of Allah, while they witness
against their own selves of
disbelief. The works of such bear
no fruit, and in fire shall they
dwell} [0 9:17]

A person who dies upon this will not
be forgiven, and Paradise is
forbidden for him, as Allah, the
Majestic and Exalted, said, {Verily,
Allah forgives not that partners
should be set up with Him in
worship, but He forgives
anything else, to whom He
pleases} [04:48]
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Allah, the Glorified, said, {Verily,
whoever sets up partners with
Allah, Allah has forbidden
Paradise for him} [05:72]

From the types of Shirk Akbar is:
supplicating to the dead and idols,
seeking refuge in them, taking vows
by them and sacrificing for them etc

Shirk Asghar (Minor Shirk) is:
whatever has been named ‘Shirk’ in
the Qur'an and Sunnah but it is not
the same as Major Shirk; such as
Riya (showing off) in some of one’s
deeds, swearing by other than Allah
and saying: ‘What Allah willed and
what so and so willed’ etc...

This is due to the saying of the
Prophet # ‘what | fear for you the
most is minor shirk.” When he
was asked regarding it, he
said, ‘Riya.’

[Collected by Imé&m Ahmad, at-
Tabarani and al-Bayhagi upon the
authority of Mahmad Ibn Labid al-
Ansari (radhiaAllahu anhu) with a good
chain of narration. At-Tabarani also
collected it with good chains of
narration, upon the authority of
Mahmad Ibn Labid, from Ra&fi' ibn
Khadij from the Prophet].

A ) F o o g 0 2l o 2 55 555 sl

madeenah.com



Page13

v - 5\% ’ - ’a; 27 A< 2 3 <1z “n 4tz 1 s
gw\qjﬁcu;c@ewg@}j ¢ Y\a\j Jﬂ\M#\G))gw%y %Jjﬁ)
e A o7

\///

‘b‘%&&‘ i Al (62 528 o) s o ¢ o 3Ll o Ay 515 413553
Sy 315 flazsl oW s LA BB G yfﬂ,‘gm,\@ ATHEARRRIE AN E

sb e ot Wz s - P

o e IS W 28T, B 3 5yl i Ny 5B Camgd ¥ £, 01 Vi
e el Sl a5 d0s. g g i s daenn g and
I gt o S

He # also said, ‘He who swears
by anythlng other than Allah
commits shirk.’

[Collected by Imdm Ahmad with an
authentic chain of narration, upon the
authority of ‘Umar Ibn al-Khatab].

Abl Dawidd and at-Tirmidht also
narrated from the Hadith of lbn
‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhuma), that
the Prophet ¥ said, ‘Do not say,
“as Allah and so-and-so willed”,
rather say, “as Allah, then so-
and-so willed”.’

[Collected by Abd Dawdd with an
authentic chain of narration, upon the
authority of Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman
(radiaAllahu ‘anhu)]

This  kind  of Shirk does  not
necessarily lead to disbelief from
Islam or an eternal stay in Hell. It

negates, however, the
completeness and perfection of
Tawhid.

As for the third type, it is: Shirk
Khafiyy. Its evidence is the
statement of the Prophet ¥ ((Shall
I not tell you of which I fear for
you more than | fear of the
Dajjal?))
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They said, "Yes, O Messenger of
Allah". He said, ((Hidden shirk,
where one beautifies his way of
praying only because another
one is looking at him)).

[Colllected by Imam Ahmad in his
Musnad, upon the authority of Abd
Sa’td al-KhudrT (radiaAllahu ‘anhu)]

Alternatively, Shirk can be divided
into two categories - Major and
Minor.

As for hidden Shirk,
it encompasses both the major
Shirk and minor Shirk.

It is Major Shirk if it is the same as
the Shirk of the hypocrites who hide
their false beliefs while showing off
Islam out of fear.

It is minor if it is the same as Riya -
as mentioned in the previous
Hadith of Mahmidd Ibn Labid al-
Ansari and the Hadtth of Abu Sa'id
previously mentioned.

And Allah is the guardian of
success.
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Lesson Five: lhsan.
The pillar of Ihsan is:

That you worship Allah as though
you see him, if you are not able [to
worship Him as though] you see
him, [know] indeed He sees you.
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Lesson Six: The Conditions of
Salah.

The conditions of Salah are nine:

1.

Islam.
Intellect.
[Mental] maturity.

Removal from the [symbolic]
state of impurity.

Removal of physical impurity.

Covering of the ‘Awrah.

. The entrance of the time.

Facing the Qiblah.

The intention.
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Lesson Seven: The pillars of the
Salah.

They are fourteen:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Standing if one is able.

The first Takbirat al-lhram [to
begin the Salah].

Reciting al-Fatiha.
Rukd’ (bowing).

Being calm and composed in
standing back up from Rukd’.

Performing Sujid (prostration)
on seven limbs.

Rising from the Sujad.
Sitting between the two Sujad.
Tranquillity in all actions.

Performing the above pillars in
sequential order.

The last Tashahhud.
Sitting for the last Tashahhud.

Sending salutations  upon
Prophet Muhammad .

Taslim twice.
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Lesson Eight: The Obligatory
Acts of Salah.

They are eight:

1.

The various statements of
Takbir other thanthe initial
Takbirat al-lhram

Saying “sami’ Alldhu liman
hamidah” (Allah accepts any
who are thankful to Him) by
the Imam as well as the one who
is praying alone

Saying “rabbana wa laka al-
hamd” (Our Lord, praise be to
You) for both the Imam and the
individual

Saying “Subhana rabbi al-

‘athim” (Glory to my Lord, the
Most Great) in the Rukoo’

Saying “Subhana rabbi al-
a'la (Glory to my Lord, the most
High) in the Sujad

Saying “Rabbigh firli” (Oh my
Lord, forgive me) between the

two Sujud

The first Tashahhud.

Sitting during the first
Tashahhud.
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Lesson Nine: An Explanation of
the Tashahhud.

Itis to say:
[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]

"Greetings, prayers and the pure
things belong to Allah. Peace be
upon you, O Prophet, the Mercy of
Allah and His blessings. Peace be
upon us all and on the righteous
servants of Allah. | bear witness
that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah alone, and |
bear witness that Muhammad is His
slave and Messenger."

Then to send salutations and
blessings upon the Prophet £ by
saying:

[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]

"Oh Allah, Exalt Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, as you
did exalt Ibrahim and the family of
Ibrahim. Bless Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, as you did
bless Ibrahim and the people of
Ibrahim, verily You are the Most
Praised, The Most Glorious."

Segs A A Lol UT 5 2l )
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After this, a person seeks refuge
with Allah from punishment of Hell,
the grave, the trials in life and
death, and from the Dajjal.

After that he may supplicate and
ask Allah whatever he wishes,
especially the type of supplications
narrated by the Prophet £ :

[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]

"O Allah help me to perform Your
remembrance, show gratitude and
allow me to worship you in the good
way. O Allah | have oppressed
myself with severe oppression and
there is none other than You who
forgives sins. So forgive me with a
forgiveness from you and grant me
your Mercy. You are the All-
Merciful, the Oft Forgiving."

As for the first Tashahhud, one
should stand after saying the two
statements of Shahadah to the third
Rak’ah in the Zuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib
and ‘Isha Salah. If a person also
sends peace and salutation upon
the Prophet # then this is better due
to the general narration regarding it
and then a person can stand for the
third Rak’ah.
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Lesson Ten: The recommended
actions of the Salah.

From amongst the recommended
actions are:

1. The opening supplication of the
Salah.

2. Placing the right hand over the
left one on the chest while in the
standing position

3. Raising the hands up to the level
of the shoulders or near the ears
with the fingers being close
together (not separated) when
saying "Alldhu Akbar" at the
beginning of the S$Salah, when
performing Rukd’, when
resuming the standing position
after Rukd’ and when standing
to begin the third unit of the
Salah.

4. The statements of glorification

after the first time in both the
Rukd’ and Sujad

5. Any increase in the statement
‘rabbana walaka al-hamd’ (Our
Lord, for you is praise) after
standing from the Rukd’, also an
increase on the supplication for
forgiveness between the two
Sujad.
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6. Keeping the head level with the
back during Rukd’.

7. Distance between the arms from
the sides of the body, the abdomen
from the thighs and the thighs from
the shins during Sujad.

8. Raising the forearms from the
floor during the Sujad

9. The praying person sitting on his
left foot which should be flat whilst
his right foot is erect on his toes.
This is done during the first
Tashahhud and between the two
Sujud.

10. At-Tawarruk — During the last
Tashahhud in a Saldh of three or
four Rak’ah - sitting on one’s
posterior, placing ones left foot
under the right leg and making the
right foot erect.

11. Pointing with the index finger in
the first and second Tashahhud
from the beginning of sitting down
until the end of the Tashahhud.
Also, moving the index finger during
supplications.

12. Salutations and blessings upon
Muhammad *# and his family as
well as Ibrahim and his family

13. Supplications in the last
Tashahhud

2
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14. Reciting aloud during Fajr Salah,
Jumu’ah, the two ‘Eid Prayers,
Istisqa (prayer for rain) as well
as the first two Rak’ah of Salah
in the Maghrib and ‘Isha Salah.

15. Reciting quietly during Dhuhr,
‘Asr, and the third Rak’ah in
Maghrib and the last two Rak’ah
of ‘Isha.

16. Reciting another passage from
the Qur'an after Sdrah Fatihah.

One must also pay attention to the
other recommended actions of the
Salah other than what we have
mentioned such as: an increase in
the statement of the person
praying: ‘Rabbana walaka al-hamd’
after rising from the Rukd’ for the
Imam, the person praying behind
the Imam and a person praying
individual — this is a recommended
act.

From the recommended actions is
also to place one’s hands, with
open fingers, on one’s knees during
the Rukd’.
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Lesson Eleven: Invalidators of
the Salah.

They are eight:

1. Intentionally talking - with
awareness and knowledge. As
for a forgetful or ignorant
person, the Salah is not
invalidated with that.

2. Laughing
3. Eating
4. Drinking

5. The private parts of the body
being uncovered

6. Excessive deviation away from
the direction of the Qiblah

7. Excessive moving outside the
regular acts and movements of

Salah.

8. Nullifying the ablution.

Page24
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Lesson Twelve: The Conditions
for Wudi (Ablution).

They are ten:

1.

Islam

Intellect

. Maturity of a child in

differentiating between various
matters

Intention

. Continuity of intention

. The removal of that which

necessitates Wuda.

. Istinja (cleaning the areas of

natural discharges with water) or
Istijmar (cleaning the private
parts with stones, tissues,
leaves etc.) before ablution

. Water must be pure

and acquired permissibly

. The removal of all things that

prevent water from reaching the
body parts

10. The arrival of the time of Salah

for those who continually lose
their ablution (for example due
to passing of wind, urine, or
any reason that nullifies
ablution)

madeenah.com



Pagez 6

52 2 Jﬁ AE AJE) Sy 3l

e @5 ) oy 5

I o e e e 1 35 3 ey Blis N1 AR A, ¢>;3\jw£
V152l o By € i 28 el ey 00 L,

Sl AL « o5 530 ol w:iu wagl) o S Eoid,
Lo A Je I8 W8 51 e g N6 ) s Gl a5 52 G e

Lesson Thirteen: The Obligatory
Acts of Wuda.

They are six:

1. Washing the face, including

rinsing out the mouth with water
and cleansing the nostrils of the
nose.

2. Washing the two hands up to

and including the elbows.

3. Wiping the whole head including

the two ears.

4. Washing the two feet including

the ankles.

5. Doing the ablution in the

prescribed sequence.

6. To ensure each body part is

washed without delay.

It is recommended to wash the
face, arms, and feet as well as rinse
the mouth and nose three times —
the obligation is to do it only once.

As for wiping over the head, then it

is not recommended to repeat it as
the authentic Ahadith have proved.
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Lesson Fourteen: The Nullifying
Acts of Wudu:

They are six:
1. Any discharge from either of the
two private parts.

2. Any unclean Najas (impure)
substance excessively
discharged from the body.

3. Losing one's consciousness
due to sleep or otherwise.

4. Touch one’s private parts —
front or back — without any
barrier.

5. Eating camel meat.
6. Apostacy from Islam.

Important Note: As for washing
the deceased, the correct opinion is
that this does not invalidate the
Wudu and this is the view of most
the people of knowledge.

This is due to a lack of evidence for
this. However, if person accidently
touches the private parts of the
deceased during the Ghusl without
any barrier then this obligates
Wudu. So, the obligation is to not
touch the private parts of the
deceased person [when washing]
except with a cloth.

Pagez 7

madeenah.com



WA JF AR EL R EE R EEMEAR

s o K iy el @wu e

U ukﬁguﬁi&\;ﬁbci\:a;bc’r;gbc“w\jc;w\)cu\_uj\jc \_,.N\jgé_)vaj\

J> B NI s Qs 50, BN s

Lesson Fifteen: Every Muslim
adorning himself with the
legislated manners.

This includes:
- Truthfulness.
- Trustworthiness.
- Abstinence.
- Modesty.
- Courage.
- Generosity.
- Loyalty.

- Refraining from everything
that Allah had made
unlawful.

- Being a good neighbour.

- Helping the needy
according to one’s ability.

...and other morals and manners
legislated in the Qur'an
and Sunnah.
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Lesson Sixteen: Adorning one’s
self with Islamic Ethics &
Practices

This includes:

The greeting of Salam.
Cheerfulness.

Eating and drinking with the right
hand.

Mentioning the name of Allah when
beginning something.

Praising Allah when finishing
something.

Praising Allah after sneezing &
supplicating for the sneezing
person if he praises Allah.

Visiting an ill person.

Following the funeral procession
including the Salah and burial.
Adhering to the Islamic etiquettes
when entering and leaving homes
and mosques and whilst travelling.
Dealing kindly with  parents,
relatives, neighbours, the elders
and the young

Offering congratulations for a
newborn.

Praying for blessing in marriages as
well as offering condolences after
afflictions.

...and other Islamic manners for

wearing and removing shoes and
clothes etc.
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Lesson Seventeen: A warning
against Shirk and various types
of sins.

Amongst them are:

The seven destructive major sins:
Shirk (setting up partners) with
Allah, magic, killing a person whom
Allah has forbidden except with a
right, consuming usury and interest,
consuming the wealth of orphans,
turning back on the day when two
armies meet; and accusing modest,
pious  believing women  of
indecency.

Also, other types of sins, including:
Being disobedient to one’s parents;
breaking the ties of kinship; false
witness testimonies and false vows;
and harming one’s neighbour.

Oppressing people by violating
blood (killing and fighting), wealth
and honour; Drinking [or using]
intoxicants, and gambling;
Backbiting and slandering.

...and other matters which Allah
and His Messenger % forbade.
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Lesson Eighteen: Preparing the
deceased, praying upon him and
his burial.

The details of this are as follows:

1. Encouraging an ill person to
pronounce [the statement of
Tawhid]. It is legislated to prompt
an ill person whom death has
approached to say: “La ilaha illa
Allah”. This is due to the statement
of the Prophet #, ‘encourage [those
who are close to] death to say: La
ilaha illa Allah.” The meaning of
deceased in the Hadtth is: those
close to death, upon whom the
indicators of death have appeared.

2. When a Muslim is confirmed
dead his eyes must be closed and
his jaws brought together. This is
due to the established Sunnah
regarding this.

3. It is obligatory to wash the
deceased Muslim except if he is a
martyr killed in a battle. The martyr
is not washed nor is he prayed over,
rather he is buried in his clothing.
This is because the Prophet £ did
not wash the martyrs of Uhud nor
pray over them.
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4. A description of washing the
deceased.

The private parts of the deceased
are covered with a cloth; the body
should be raised slightly, and his
stomach should be squeezed
gently.

The one who is washing the body
should wrap a piece of cloth around
his hand and wipe around the
private areas. Next, he should
perform Wudd on him like Salah.

Then he should wash his head and
beard with water and Sidr (crushed
leaves of the Lote Tree) or
something similar. He should wash
the right side of the body and then
the left. He should repeat the whole
process for a 2"¥ and 3™ - each time
passing his hands on the
deceased's stomach.

When he passes his hands over the
stomach, some waste matter may
be discharged; he should clean it
and then block the orifices with
cotton or something similar. If the
discharge is still exiting from the
orifice, he may cover them with
special clay or he may use any
other technique or material known
in modern-day medicine, such as
plaster or something similar.
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He then repeats his Wudu; if three
washes are not enough to cleanse
then he can wash five times or
seven.

After this he then dries the
deceased with a towel; he
perfumes his armpits and the parts
of his body that touch the floor
during prostration; if he perfumed
all of his body then that is better.

Also, the shroud should be
perfumed with Bukhr.

If the moustache or nails of the
deceased are lengthy, they can be
trimmed and if one was to not do
this, there is no problem.

The hair of the deceased is not
combed, his pubic hair is not
shaved nor is he circumcised due to
no proof indicating this.

The hair of a woman is tied in three

braids and allowed to fall behind
her.
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5. Shrouding the deceased.

The best way to shroud a male
body is to use three white sheets,
without an upper garment or a
turban. This is as the Prophet # did,
the sheets should be wrapped
around the whole body.

However, there is no harm in
wrapping the body in an upper
sheet, a lower sheet, and a sheet
which wraps around the whole
body.

A woman is shrouded in five sheets:
an outer garment, a head and face
covering, a lower garment, and two
sheets wrapping the whole body. A
male child may be shrouded in one
to three garments, and a female
child is shrouded in an upper sheet
and two full body wrappings.

All that is mentioned above is
recommended. In terms of what is
compulsory for males and females,
children and adults, they must be
wrapped in at least one garment
that covers the entire body.
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However, if the deceased was in a
state of lhram, he should simply be
washed with water and Sidr, and
enshrouded in the lhram garments:
one lower sheet and one upper
sheet, or in some other sheets.
Neither his head nor his face should
be covered, and no perfume is to be
used, because he will be raised (in
the same state of lnram) on the Day
of Resurrection, speaking the
famous phrase “Labbayk...” of the
pilgrim - as has been authentically
narrated in a Hadith from the
Messenger of Allah .

If the one who died in a state of
lhram is a woman, she is
enshrouded like anyone else,
except for the following rulings: no
perfume is to be used, and though
her face and hands are not to be
covered with the veil and gloves,
they are to be covered with the
sheets that are used for her
shrouding, the same sheets that we
mentioned when we described the
enshrouding of a woman.
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6. The most deserving people to
wash, pray over and bury the
deceased.

The most deserving person to wash
the body, to pray over it and to bury
it is the person who was chosen for
the task by the deceased.

If no one was chosen by the
deceased, the next worthy person
for the task is the father, followed by
the grandfather, followed by the
closest male relatives - that is, if the
deceased is a male.

The most deserving person to wash
the female is also the person who
was chosen by the deceased. The
next deserving person is the
mother, then the grandmother,
followed in succession by her
closest female relatives.

A husband may wash his wife and
vice versa, because Abu Bakr
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) was washed by
his wife, and because 'Ali
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) washed his wife
Fatimah (radiAllahu ‘anha).
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7. The correct manner to pray
over the deceased.

Say Takbir four times; after the first
time, one should recite al-Fatiha, it
is also good to recite a short Sdrah
after that, or even one Ayah or two
- a practice that is based on an
authentic Hadith narrated by Ibn
'Abbas.

After the second Takbir, one should
send blessings upon the Prophet £
just as one does whilst the sitting in
Salah. Then he should say the
Takbir for a third time, and say:

[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]

"O Allah, forgive our living and our
dead; those present and those
absent, our young and our old, our
males and our females. O Allah,
whom among us You keep alive,
then let such a life be upon Islam,
and whom among us You take unto
Yourself, then let such a death be
upon faith. O Allah, forgive and
have mercy upon him, excuse him
and pardon him, and make
honorable his reception. Expand
his entry, and cleanse him with
water, snow, and ice, and purify him
of sin as a white robe is purified of
filth...
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Exchange his home for a better
home, and his family for a better
family, admit him into Paradise,
protect him from the punishment of
the grave and the torment of the
Fire; make spacious for him his
grave and illuminate it for him. O
Allah, do not deprive us of his
reward and do not let us stray after
him."

Then one should make the fourth
Takbir, after which one says one
Taslim to the right.

With each Takbrr, it is
recommended to raise one's hands.
Of course, the pronouns change
according to who it is that died: if it
is a female: "O Allah, forgive her"; if
it is more than one person that died,
"O Allah, forgive them." And if two
people died, the Arabic language
accommodates duality as well, so
that one says, "the two of them."

If the deceased is a child who has
not yet reached the age of puberty,
rather than supplicating for his
forgiveness one should say,

"O Allah, make him a preceding
reward and a stored treasure for his
parents, and an answered
intercessor. O Allah, through him,
make heavy their scales...
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.. and magnify their reward; unite
him with the righteous believers,
place him wunder the care of
Ibrahim, and protect him by Your
mercy from the torment of Hell."

The Sunnah is for the Imam to
stand parallel to the head of the
deceased male, and parallel to the
middle of the deceased female.

If the funeral prayer is for more than
one person, the male body should
be placed closest to the Imam. If
there are children as well, the male
children are placed before the
female adults, who are to be placed
before the female children. The
head of the male child should be
parallel to the head of the male
adult, and the middle part of the
woman's body should be parallel to
the head of the male adult.

The same applies to the female
child: her head is parallel to the
head of the female adult, and the
middle part of her body is parallel to
the head of the male adult.

Those praying with the Imam
should all stand behind him, unless
there remains one who finds no
place behind him; he may stand to
the Imam’s right.
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8. How to bury the deceased.

It is legislated for the grave to be
dug to a depth equal to the size of
the person. Inside the grave, there
should be a Lahd (niche) towards
the direction of the Qiblah. The
body should then be placed on his
right side in the Lahd. The knot of
the shroud should be untied but the
shroud should not be removed
rather left alone.

The face of the deceased should
not be exposed, regardless
whether the deceased is a man or a
woman.

Then bricks should be placed in the
Lahd and it should be made firm, so
that the body is protected from the
soil. If bricks are not available,
wooden planks, stones or wood
may be used: anything to protect
the body from soil.

Next, soil is used [to fill the grave],
and it is recommended to say,

[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]
“In the name of Allah and upon

the way of the Messenger of
Allah”
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The ground of the grave should be
raised by a hand span. If possible,
small stones should be placed on
the grave and it should be sprinkled
with water.

It is legislated for those who
participate in the burial to then
stand beside the grave and
supplicate for the deceased. This is
because after burying the
deceased, the Prophet # would
stand by the grave and say,

[TN: Refer to the Arabic above]

“Ask forgiveness for your
brother, and ask [Allah] to make
him firm, for indeed, he is being
questioned right now.”
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9. [Regarding the person who
was not able to attend the funeral
Prayer]

It is legislated for the person who
has not prayed over the deceased
before the burial, to pray over him
after the burial, because the
Prophet #£ did that; however, it
must be performed within the
period of a month.

If the period is longer than that, it is
not legislated to pray over the
[deceased in the] grave, because it
has not been reported that the
Prophet #£ prayed over a grave
when more than one month expired
after the burial.
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10. It is not permissible for the
relatives of the deceased to
prepare food for people.

This is due to the virtuous
Companion, Jarir bin 'Abdullah Al-
Bajali (radiAllahu ‘anhu), said, "We
used to consider gathering at the
place of the deceased's relatives
and the preparation of food after the
burial as being a form of Niyaha
(pre-Islamic wailing)."

While it is forbidden for the relatives
of the deceased to prepare food for
others, others may prepare food for
them, especially in the case of
relatives and neighbours. When the
Prophet £ heard about the death of
Ja'far bin Abi Talib in Syria, he
ordered his family to prepare food
for the family of Ja'far; he # said: ‘a
calamity has befallen them that pre-
occupies them.’

It is not wrong for the relatives of the
deceased to invite neighbours or
others to partake in the food that
was given to them; we know of no
time limit for that in the Sharr’ah.
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11. Mourning the deceased.

A woman is not allowed to mourn
over a deceased person for more
than three days unless the
deceased is her husband, in which
case she must mourn for four
months and ten days; but if she is
pregnant, her mourning continues
only until she delivers her baby.

Both these rulings are based upon
the authentic Sunnabh.

As for a man, he is not allowed to
mourn at all, not for his relatives nor
for anyone else.
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12. Visiting graveyards

It is legislated for men to visit
graves every now and then, to
supplicate for the deceased, to ask
Allah to have mercy on them, and
to remember death and what
comes after it. The Prophet #
said: ‘visit graves, for verily, doing
so will remind you of the Hereafter.’

The Prophet # taught his
Companions to say when they visit
the graves:

‘Peace be wupon you all, O
inhabitants of the graves, among
the believers and the Muslims.
Verily we will, Allah willing, be
united with you, we ask Allah for
well-being for us and you. May
Allah have mercy on those that
parted early from us and those that
parted late.”

"o Gy G Grpenii I

madeenah.com



Page46

U‘SLS‘“"UU'@_)Y) )}uﬂ\ Z

155 e 8 0,200 Y ¢, AN 555 G T s

0 0,200 Y el J) ssia ) G 530 e Y 138Gy o) 85, il B
LSy Jasl) Zeyreis 8 [AS \@jsm,; '3\@%,._&? \k;aémm\‘@soggﬁtg

As for women, it is not permissible
for them to visit graves; the Prophet
# cursed females who visit graves.
Also, it is feared there will be Fitnah
and a lack of patience due to them
visiting.  Similarly, it is not
permissible for them to follow the
funeral procession to the graveyard
because the Prophet # forbade
them from doing so.

The funeral prayer, however,
whether it is performed in the
Masijid or anywhere else, is
legislated for both men and
women.

This is the last of what has been
compiled here.

O Allah, send peace and
salutations on Muhammad, his
family, and his Companions.
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