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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy. All praise
is for the One who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion
of truth, to make it superior over all religions even though the disbeliev-
ers hate it. They wish to extinguish the light of Allaah with their mouths
but Allaah will not allow except that His Light should be perfected even
though the disbelievers hate it.

To proceed:

Allaah 1% in His all encompassing mercy to mankind and His su-
preme wisdom sent the most noble of prophets to the most noble of
nations.

{You are the best nation raised up [as an example]
for mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong and believe in Allaah} [03:110]

This Prophet Jz5.54l was sent as a mercy not just to Muslims but to the
whole of mankind; he was sent to guide the people from the worship of
the creation to the worship of the Creator; He was sent as a Giver of glad
tidings to those who answered his call and implemented his teachings
and a Warner to mankind, warning them of an imminent punishment if
they ignored his call.

{We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as a
Giver of glad tidings and a Warner to all mankind,
but most men know not.} [34:28]

Ot

On the authority of Jaabir bin Abdullah &4 that he said: “Some an-
gels came to the Prophet Muhammad 4zs4E4{i> while he was sleeping.

Some of them said: He is sleeping.” Others said: “His eyes are sleeping
but his heart is awake.”
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Then they said: “There is a parable for this companion of yours.”
One of them said: “Then set forth a parable for him.”

One of them said: “He is sleeping.” Another said: “His eyes are sleeping
but his heart is awake.”

Then they said: “His example is that of a man who built a house, offered
abanquet and sent a messenger to invite the people. Whoever accepted
the invitation of the messenger entered the house and ate of the ban-
quet, and whoever did not accept the invitation of the messenger, did
not enter the house nor did he eat of the banquet.”

Then the angels said: “Interpret this parable for him so that he may un-
derstand it

One of them said: “He is sleeping.”The others said: “His eyes are sleeping
but his heart is awake.”

They then said, “The house stands for Paradise and the caller is Muham-
mad 44 E4{e; whoever obeys Muhammad obeys Allaah; and whoever
disobeys Muhammad disobeys Allaah. Muhammad separated the peo-
ple (i.e., through his message, the good is distinguished from the bad,
and the believers from the disbelievers.)."!

Indeed, Allaah has favoured this noble Prophet J.E4{i with favours
not bestowed to any other prophet. The one who ponders over the
Qur’an and reads it with contemplation can clearly notice how Allaah
has honoured our Prophet with certain characteristics and virtues - vir-
tues that have never been disputed.

{And if it was not for the favour of Allah upon you,
[0 Muhammad], and His mercy, a group of them
would have determined to mislead you. But they
do not mislead except themselves, and they will not
harm you at all. And Allah has revealed to you the
Book and wisdom and has taught you that which
you did not know. And ever has the favour of Allah
upon you been great} [04:113]

1 Saheeh Al-Bukharee - Hadeeth no.385
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Before we discuss the rights of our Prophet Jz4&4{ie over his Ummah,
it is befitting that we mention some of the Prophet’s unique character-
istics which are a testimony to his greatness and unparalleled qualities.
In an age when even the Prophets and Messengers are not safe from the
tongues of the vile, it is imperative as Muslims to have full knowledge
of our Prophet’s beautiful qualities so as to emulate and follow in his
footsteps.

The Characteristics of the Prophet 1.4

1 - The command of Allaah to all the Prophets and Messengers to
believe and obey Muhammad ;-5.c5{i~ the Final Messenger if they
ever lived to see him.

From the unique characteristics of our prophet is that Allaah took an

oath and covenant from the Prophets that if they lived to see and meet

him, they would become obliged to believe, obey and follow him. Allaah ‘ ‘
JG5%=2 says the meaning of which is:

{And [recall, O People of the Scripture], when Al- From the unjque

lah took the covenant of the prophets, [saying], e
“Whatever | give you of the Scripture and wisdom characteristics Of

and then there comes to you a messenger confirm- our Pf'ophet is that
ing what is with you, you [must] believe in him and
support him” Allaab took an oath
and covenant from
[Allah] said, “Have you acknowledged and taken the Prophets that Zf
upon that My commitment?” They said, “We have )
acknowledged it”” He said, “Then bear witness, and they lived to see and
I am with you among the witnesses.”} [03:81] meet hz‘m, they would
It was narrated that Ali ibn Abu Taalib and Ibn Abbaas %z both said: become oblzged lo
“Allaah has not sent a prophet from the prophets except that he took a .
covenant for them to observe, that if Muhammad is sent in his lifetime, beheve’ Obey di’ldfOl-
he would be obliged to believe and aid him. They were also ordered that low him.
they take a covenant from their people that if Muhammad is sent in their
life time they would also be obliged to believe and aid him.2 ,,

2 Tafseer Ion Katheer 1/376 madeenah.com



So, he J&.&&{iw is the supreme Imam whose obedience must be ob-
served in all times and places. That is why he was the Imam of all the
prophets and messengers when he met them in the night journey.

The People of the Book (Christians and Jews) have full knowledge of the
Prophet’s message, truthfulness and virtues, as this is found in their scrip-
tures. In fact, the Prophet’s very name and description are mentioned in
the Gospel and Taw'rah.

Allaah &%\ says the meaning of which is:

{Those to whom We gave the Scripture know him

as they know their own sons. But indeed, a party

of them conceal the truth while they know [it].}
[2:146]

Those who were given the scripture were the Jews and Christians, and
they recognize the Prophet’s attributes and qualities just as they would
recognize their sons and daughters.

For this reason, these two groups of people have no excuse in the sight
of Allaah for not accepting the message of Islam since they were clearly
commanded by the Prophet Isa (Jesus) and Musa (Moses) to believe and
aid his message.

{And remember when Jesus, the son of Mary, said,

“O children of Israel, indeed | am the messenger of

Allah to you confirming what came before me of

the Torah and bringing good tidings of a messen-

ger to come after me, whose name is Ahmad.” But

when he came to them with clear evidences, they
said, “This is obvious magic.”} [61:6]
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The obligation of believing in the Prophet Muhammad &z is
clearly illustrated by a Hadeeth narrated by Abu Hurairah that Allaah’s
Messenger Js4kd{> said: “By Him (Allaah) in whose hand Muham-
mad’s soul is, there is none from amongst the Jews and Christians
(of these present nations) who hears about me and then dies with-
out believing in the Message with which | have been sent, except

that he will be from the dwellers of the (Hell) fire.’3

The clarity of his truthfulness and sincerity was mentioned long before
the earth was honoured with his &4kl footsteps. He is a Prophet
who was praised and honoured by Allaah in all the previous scriptures
which were abrogated by the sending of the Qur'an. ‘ ‘

It therefore defies all logic and reasoning that some (not all) of these

same people try to belittle and degrade the Prophet Jz5.&5{ie. How-

ever, What harm can they do to a Prophet whose name is proclaimed 5 7790 Cld?’ity osz's
times a day by a billion people in all the corners of the world?

truthfulness and sin-
What harm can they do to a Prophet honoured by Allaah the Lord of all , ,
the worlds? cerzty was mentioned
. , long before the earth
What harm can a group of barking dogs do to a lofty cloud in the sky? ,
was honoured with

What harm can they do to the one whose mention, status and rank has S SR OF i
been raised by the One who created the Heavens and earth? bZS jé‘ﬁb‘w&’a fOOt'

steps. He is a Prophet
{We have raised high your mention and dignity} ,
(04:4] who was praised and

honoured by Allaah
What harm can they do to the Chosen Messenger when Allaah has al- , ,
ready stated, in all the previous

{Indeed your enemy (O Muhammad) is the one cut scriptures which
off}[108:03] were abrogated by

the sending of the

Compare their cowardly actions with the honour and respect Muslims

have for ALL of the Prophets and Messengers. No Muslim can attribute Qur’an,
himself to Islam without first believing and honouring the Prophet Isa
(Jesus) and the rest of the Prophets. ’ ,

3 Sahih Muslim, The Book of Faith - Vol 1, Chapter 24 madeenu h ' CO m
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In fact our Prophet Muhammad 5464l informed us of his closeness
to the Prophet Isa (Jesus) in a Hadeeth narrated by Abu Hurairah that
Allaah’s messenger Jzs4 &4l said: “Both in this world and in the here-
after, | am the nearest of all the people to Isa (Jesus), the son of Mar-
yam (Mary). The prophets are paternal brothers, their mothers are
different, but their religion is one (i.e. Islam)."4

Allaah said:

{Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered
prophet, whom they find written in what they
have of the Torah and the Gospel, who enjoins
upon them what is right and forbids them what is
wrong and makes lawful for them the good things
and prohibits for them the evil and relieves them
of their burden and the shackles which were upon
them. So they who have believed in him, honoured ‘ ‘
him, supported him and followed the light which

was sent down with him - it is those who will be the ) )
successful.} [7:157] Botb in this world

and in the bereafter,
I am the nearest of

2 - He has the most followers amongst the Messengers.

On the authority of Abu Hurairah egiz; that the Prophet [z, 4> said:

“There was no prophet amongst the prophets except that he was d” thepeople to Isa
given miracles because of which people had belief, but what | have esus the SONn o
been given is the Divine Revelation which Allaah has revealed to (] )’ f
me. So | hope that my followers will be more than those of any other Maryam (M&H‘_y) The

prophet on the Day of Resurrection.”” propbets are paternal
brotbers, their motb-

ers are different | but

their religion is one

(i.e. Islam).

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari - Hadeeth no.652

5 Sahih Al-Bukhari - Hadeeth no.379 mﬂdeenuh.com




3 - His generation is the best and most virtuous generation to have
ever lived.

On the authority of Abu Hurairah that the messenger of Allaah Jz5. &4
said: “l have been sent amongst the best generation of mankind, gen-
eration after generation (passed) until the generation | was sent in
arrived””®

On the authority of Ibn Mas'ood that the Prophet Jz. k4 said: “The
best of people are my generation, then those who came after them,
then those who came after them.”

4 - Allaah elevated his name to such a high station that his name is
mentioned in conjunction with the name of Allaah himself.

His name is proclaimed 5 times a day when the Adhan (the call to prayer)
is announced. His name is mentioned in the same breath as the name of
Allaah the Lord of the Aalameen (worlds). No Khutbah (Friday sermon)
or Salaat (prayer) is correct without the utterance of his name. In fact a
person cannot enter the fold of Islam and be called a Muslim without
saying: “l bear witness that there is no Deity worthy of worship except
Allaah and | bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and messenger.”

This is why Allaah &% said:

{We have raised high your mention and dignity}
[94:4]

5 - Allaah informed him that all of his previous sins and latter ones
are forgiven. All this while he was breathing and walking on the
earth.

{iIndeed, We have given you, [0 Muhammad], a

clear conquest. That Allah may forgive for you

what preceded of your sin and what will follow and

complete His favour upon you and guide you to a
straight path } [48:1-2]

6 Sahih Al-Bukhari, see Fath-Al Bari 7/201-202 and Saheeh Muslim 1/104

7 Sahih Al-Bukhari - Hadeeth no.2530
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6 - Allaah swore and took an oath by his life and existence.

{By your life, [0 Muhammad], indeed they were, in
their intoxication, wandering blindly} [15:72]

The fact that Allaah took an oath by his life is a clear indication of the
honour and respect this noble Prophet has in the sight of Allaah. Fur-
thermore, Allaah has not taken an oath on the life of any other human
being.8

7 - Allaah honoured him by calling him by his most beloved of names
and attributes.

Allaah &%\ in several places in the Qur’an calls His Prophet by; “O
Prophet”and“O Messenger’, never once did Allaah call him by his name.
This characteristic is not found in any other prophet. We find in the
Quran that Allaah addresses the other noble prophets by their names;
“O Adam”,“O Isa’, “O Musa’, etc. ‘ ‘

8 - Allaah prohibited addressing him by his name and command-

ed the companions to address him by; O Messenger of Allaah or O Tbefact that Allaab
Prophet of Allaah.

took an oath by bis

Allaah says the meaning of which is: lzfe is a cleczr ii’ldiC&l-

{Donotmake[your]calling of the Messengeramong tion Of the bonour

yourselves as the call of one of you to. another. Al- and respect this noble
ready Allah knows those of you who slip away, con- i

cealed by others. So let those beware who dissent P TOPhet has in the

from the Prophet’s order, lest fitnah strike them or Sigbt Of Allaab. Fur-

a painful punishment.} [24:63]

thermore, Allaab bas
Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and Saeed ibn Jubair all said while commenting on
this verse:“They used to say, O Muhammad, O Abul Qasim, so Allaah pro- not taken an Odtb on

hibited this in honor and respect for His beloved Prophet 1.4z, he the lzfe ofany other
commanded them to say O Prophet of Allaah, O Messenger of Allaah."® \
human being.

8 Refer to Bidaya Al-Suul, by Al-Allama Al-Iz Abdulaziz bin Abdul Salam - Page 37

9 Refer to Tafseer Ibn Katheer 3/306 mﬂdeenuh.com




9 - Allaah prohibited this Ummah from raising their voices above the
voice of the Messenger of Allaah and not to speak aloud to him.

Doing this will cause the righteous actions of the perpetrator to be ren-
dered fruitless. Allaah 15452 said the meaning of which is:

{O you who believe! Raise not your voices above
the voice of the Prophet [k, nor speak aloud
to him in talk as you speak aloud to one another,
lest your deeds may be rendered fruitless while you
perceive not. Verily! Those who lower their voices
in the presence of Allaah’s Messenger, they are the
ones whose hearts Allaah has tested for piety. For
them is forgiveness and a great reward.} [49:2-3]

On the authority of Anas ibn Malik that the Prophet Jz5.&4fle missed
Thabit ibn Qays (from his sittings), so a man said: “O messenger of Allaah
I will bring you news about him.”The man came to Thabit and found him
sitting in his house with his head lowered, he said: “what is the prob-
lem?”, he (Thabit) replied: “evil, | used to raise my voice over the voice of
the Prophet’s so my actions have been nullified and | am from the peo-
ple of the fire!” After the Prophet was informed of what he said, he said:
“Go to him and tell him that he is not from the people of the fire, rather
he is from the people of Jannah.10

10 - From his unique characteristics is that Allaah bestowed upon
him one of the greatest miracles, the Qur’an. A book that has never
been altered or tampered with from the time it was revealed.

This revealed book is a miracle from all angles; Its eloquence and bril-
liance has never been matched, nor will it ever be matched. Its power-
ful words are a reminder for him who has a heart and contemplates its
meanings. The Qur’anis a cure for all sicknesses, outwardly and inwardly.
Whomsoever believes and follows its teachings will be saved and guid-
ed, and whomsoever abandons it will surely perish and be destroyed.
The Prophet 4544 said: “There was no prophet amongst the proph-
ets except that he was given miracles because of which people had be-
lief, but what | have been given is the Divine Revelation which Allaah has
revealed to me. So | hope that my followers will be more than those of
any other prophet on the Day of Resurrection.!!

10 Sahih Ibn Hiban - Hadeeth no.7275

11 Sahih Al-Bukhari - Hadeeth no.379
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Conclusion
These are but a few of the many unique and beautiful characteristics
bestowed upon our Prophet Jzs. 4.

I humbly ask Allaah the most Beneficent and Merciful to make us of those
who adhere to the Sunnah of our Prophet, and to make the Prophet Mu-
hammad J.E4{ intercede on our behalf on a day when the excuses
of the disbelievers and those who try to belittle our Prophet will be of no
profit; a day when neither wealth nor sons will avail them.

All Praise belongs to Allaah, may His peace and blessings be upon our
final Prophet Muhammad, his family, his companions and all those who
follow his guidance.

This work was completed on Sunday the 26th of Jumad Al-Awwal 1434
Corresponding to the 7th of April 2013.

Muhammad Ali Aideed Hassan
Al-Madeenah Al-Nabawiyyah
The Prophet’s City
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