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[In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy]

Question: What is I'tikaaf? What is its ruling? Is I'tikaaf permitted
in the house?

Response: I'tikaaf is a great form of ‘Ibaadah (worship). Allah (the
Exalted & Majestic) specifically mentioned it in Aayaat in His Noble
Book, such as His saying to Prophet Ibraheem al-Khaleel and his
son Ismaaeel (may peace be upon them both),

{Purify My house for those who perform Tawaaf
around it, those who stand in Prayer and those who
bow and prostrate}

Also, His saying

{And do not have sexual relations with them (your

wives) while you are in I'tikaaf (i.e. confining one-

self to a Masjid for Worship of Allah and abandon-
ing worldly activities...)} 2

It is also the Sunnah of the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam)
which has been authentically proven. He used to perform I'tikaaf
in the ten middle nights of Ramadhan, seeking Laylat Al-Qadr (the
night of power). However, towards the end of his life he began to
perform I'tikaaf during the last ten nights of Ramadhan when it
became clear to him that Laylat Al-Qadr should be sought in the
last ten nights. His wives would also make I'tikaaf alongside him.
So I'tikaaf is a great form of worship.

I'tikaaf is defined as: A person remaining in a Masjid in order to
devote himself to the worship of Allah alone, without any partners,
through performing Salaah, reciting the Qur'an, making Dhikr of
Allah (the Majestic & Exalted); freeing oneself from the materialistic
matters of the Dunya (Worldly life) and instead occupying oneself
with Allah. This is I'tikaaf.

1 The Noble Quraan - 022:026

2 The Noble Quraan - 002:186
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It is legislated in any time but only in a Masjid in which
congregational Salaah is prayed. This is due to the saying of Allah

{...while you are performing I'tikaaf in the
Masaajid} 3

As for a person performing I'tikaaf in his house or a masjid which
has been abandoned due to the locals leaving [the area], this is
not permitted because he will end up missing the congregational
prayer. So I'tikaaf is only permitted in a Masjid in which Salaah in
congregation is offered. Success and guidance is from Allah.

Question: During I'tikaaf in Ramadhan, a person may need to buy
food or other than it, so he rings a takeaway on his phone to order

food. He does this from inside the Masjid. ‘ ‘

Is this considered to be from the impermissible type of buying and

selling in the Masjid? As for a person per-
forming I'tikaaf in

Response: If he says to him: ‘bring food for me to the value of )
10 Riyaals or 20 Riyaals, and then they exchange [the food and his bouse or a mas-

money], this is buying and selling. ]Zd which bas been
However, if he says, bring me some food and then [when delivered] abandoned due to
he pays him without initially enquiring how much it costs, there is the locals lecwz‘ng

no problem in this. It is done out of necessity. [ﬂf) ] this i t
edareaj, tnis is no

permitted because be

Question: Is the minimum period of time for I'tikaaf one day and will end up missing
night, as mentioned in the Hadeeth of Umar?4 the congregatz’onal
prayer.

3 The Noble Quraan - 002:187 , ,

4 Referring to the Hadeeth of Umar (may Allah be pleased with him):“l asked the Prophet:‘l vowed

in the Jaahiliyyah (Pre-Islamic period of ignorance) to stay in I'tikaaf for one night in Al-Masjid al- d h
Haram! The Prophet said to him, «fulfil your vow». [Al-Bukhaaree] mu een 0 ' C O m



Response: There is no minimum limit for it, even if it be for one
hour. The scholars of Figh have mentioned that [I'tikaaf can be
observed] even for an hour®. Nothing has been narrated in terms
of limit in the Sharee’ah.

Question: Which is better for a person performing I'tikaaf; to
observe it in his own Masjid whilst the congregation only recite
half a Juzz® [in Taraweeh], or to go to another Masjid where they
finish the whole Qur'an

Response: He has a choice; he can observe I'tikaaf in any Masjid
that he considers to be better. A person should choose a Masjid
from his own locality which he considers to be better.

Question: When does the time for I'tikaaf begin and when does it
end?

Response: The time for I'tikaaf begins according to what the
person has intended himself.

So, if a person intends to observe I'tikaaf for the last ten days, the

time begins at the beginning of the night of the 21st fast” and it
ends when the month ends.

Question: | want to observe I'tikaaf but with the condition that |

5 There is no minimum amount of time a person may perform I'tikaaf, however it should be long
enough so it is considered to be I'tikaaf i.e. it cannot be a minute or 5 minutes for example.

6 The Qur’an is divided into 20 chapters. A chapter is called a Juzz. Each Juzz may consist of a
number of Surahs.

7 The night of the 21st fast begins at Maghrib of the previous day i.e. the 20th fast. This is because
Islamically the night precedes the day. So the night of the 2nd day is actually the evening of the
1st day.
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pray Taraweeh in another Masjid, because | desire to pray it with
the other Imaam.

Is this permitted for me?

Response: It is permitted, but it is contradictory to that which is
more preferred. It is better for you to pray Taraweeh in the Masjid
in which you are staying for I'tikaaf. This is better, so you can
remain in the Masjid. Your residence should be in the Masjid you
are observing I'tikaaf in.

Question: What is the difference between an oath of making
I'tikaaf and making an oath for other than that? Meaning, if | make
an oath to observe I'tikaaf in Masjid an-Nabawi, then is it permitted
for me to I'tikaaf in Masjid Al-Haraam [in Makkah] instead?

Can we make an analogy on this and say that if | took an oath to
fast a day in Sha'baan, | can instead fast a day in Dhul Hijjah?

Response: No, this is not permitted. If you took an oath to fast
a day in Sha'baan, it is not permitted to replace it with a fast in
another month. This is because you have specified a day. It is not
permitted to leave a day which you have specified and instead fast
itin another month.

Question: Should the condition of I'tikaaf be stipulated upon
one’s tongue, or is it sufficient to have an intention in one’s heart?

Response: An intention in the heart is sufficient. The Prophet (sal
Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) said,

«Indeed, actions are according to their intentions,
and for each individual is that which he intended.»8

8 Narrated by Umar; Collected by Bukhaaree & Muslim
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If you make an intention to observe I'tikaaf and then you make
an intention to leave I'tikaaf temporarily for a particular need, this
is considered as stipulating a condition - even if you do not say
it upon your tongue. Allah knows what is in the hearts, and He
knows one’s intentions and objectives, even if a person does not
say it upon his tongue.

Question: Is it permitted for a person who is observing I'tikaaf to
change the Masjid he is observing I'tikaaf in, due to a benefit he
notices whilst he is making I'tikaaf?

Response: If a person takes an oath to observe I'tikaaf in any
Masjid from the ordinary Masaajid in his locality, there is nothing
wrong with going to a different Masjid. The Masaajid are all the
same, and I'tikaaf is still I'tikaaf, in this Masjid or that Masjid.

Question: Is it permitted to intend to observe I'tikaaf at night until
Fajr, and then come before the Maghrib Prayer [the following day]
and once again intend to observe I'tikaaf again until Fajr?

Response: It is permitted for a person to take an oath to observe
I'tikaaf during the nights only; ten nights or twenty nights. It is
permitted as has been narrated in the Hadeeth of Umar (may Allah
be pleased with him).? The night starts with sunset and finishes
with the break of dawn.

Question: What is the ruling of a person who observes I'tikaaf
because he and his friends all took an oath to observe I'tikaaf for
five days in Ramadhan? Is this permitted for him?

Response: Congregational I'tikaaf is not appropriate, and similarly
‘congregational fasting’ as they say, ‘congregational tahajjud’

9 Refer to footnote 4.
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outside of Ramadhan etc... all of this is inappropriate. This is like
what some of the youth do.

Every person should observe I'tikaaf for himself, pray Tahajjud for
himself, fast for himself, make Iftaar for himself etc...

This linking of everything to a congregation is from the innovated
matters, and every innovated matter is a Bid'ah. A Muslim should
do good and not be attached to others, he should not attach
himself to other people. Each person should do good according
to what is easy for him, without being attached to others or a
congregation.

Question: Is I'tikaaf specific to the last ten days of Ramadhan? Or
is it permitted to perform I'tikaaf in any day, like the Day of 'Arafah
for example?

Response: I'tikaaf is permitted in any time however it is better in
Ramadhan. As for specifying it in a specific day such as the Day of
'Arafah, this requires an evidence. The Day of ‘Arafah should not be
specified for I'tikaaf, because the Salaf did not observe I'tikaaf on
the Day of ‘Arafah, they did not specify this.

Question: Is there any specific amount of time for I'tikaaf?

Response: I'tikaaf does not have a specific amount of time, there
is no limit to how little or how much you observe I'tikaaf. Even if a
person took an oath to observe I'tikaaf for a single night, a single
day or even for several hours - this is permitted for him.

This is because there is nothing found in the Sharee’ah. The
important thing is that [whatever time you are observing I'tikaaf
for] must be a period of time which would normally be considered
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as I'tikaaf.10

Question: If a person comes to me whilst | am in I'tikaaf in the
Masjid, should | speak to him regarding worldly affairs or should |
avoid him?

Response: You should avoid speaking about worldly affairs even if
you are not in I'tikaaf, it is not correct for the Masaajid to be taken
as places of worldly conversations. Rather, they are for affairs that
people need; for example, he asks you about a particular matter or
need and so you answer him.

As for time being spent in conversing about worldly affairs, a
Muslim should avoid it in the Masjid, even more so a person who
is in I'tikaaf.

Question: If | am afflicted by Janaabah (Major Impurity) while |
am observing I'tikaaf, and there are no facilities for Ghusl in the
ablution area, what should | do? Should | go to my house or what?

Response: If you are afflicted by Major Impurity and you are
observing I'tikaaf, meaning you had a wet dream whilst in I'tikaaf,
then you should go to a place where you can comfortably perform
Ghusl in the required manner. This can be in the toilets of the
Masjid, or at home - no problem.

Question: Which I'tikaaf is closer to the Sunnah - in Makkah or
Madeenah? Is there any [evidence] restricting I'tikaaf to the three
Masaajid (i.e. Masjid Al-Haraam in Makkah, Masjid An-Nabee in
Madeenah & Masjid Al-Agsa in Jerusalem)?

10 i.e. it would not be permitted to intend I'tikaaf for 10 minutes for example, it should be a suf-
ficient amount of time
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Response: I'tikaaf in Masjid al-Haraam is better than observing
I'tikaaf in Masjid an-Nabawi, however if Masjid al-Haram is
congested and Masjid an-Nabawi is less congested and more
spacious, then no doubt it is better to observe I'tikaaf therein i.e. it
is better in terms of being able to observe I'tikaaf in one of the two
Masjid - Masjid al-Haraam or Masjid an-Nabawi.

However, there is no evidence for restricting I'tikaaf to the three
Masaajid, rather there is an evidence generalising it [for every
Masjid]. Allah said,

{...whilst you are observing I'tikaaf in the
Masaajid} '’

Yes, there is a Hadeeth which | recall:
«There is no I'tikaaf except in the three Masaajid»'2

However, this is not to restrict [the I'tikaaf to these three Masaajid],
but rather to explain their virtue; to explain the virtue [of doing it
in the three Masaajid] not to restrict it to them.

Question: What are the most beloved actions [to Allah] during “
I'tikaaf?

...there is no evidence
Response: All the various acts of worship are equal - recitation of

the Qur’an, praying Nawaafil (voluntary prayers), occupying one’s fOT reStriCtingI tikddf

self with Remembrance [of Allah] - a person observing I'tikaaf ¢t the three M&lSd&ljid,

should alternate between different types of worship. Sometimes , \
rather there is an evi-

dence generalising it
[for every Masjid].

11 The Noble Quraan - 002:187

12 Narrated by Hudhayfah; Collected by Al-Bayhagee; Graded Saheeh by Albaani. mud een 0 h ' C 0 m
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regarding I'tikaaf

he should pray in the times where the Prayer is not prohibited?3,
sometimes he should recite Qur’an, sometimes he should
remember Allah through saying ‘SubhanaAllaah; ‘Laa llaaha llla
Allah’ etc.... To alternate [between different types of worship] is
better.

Question: If | intended I'tikaaf in the last ten days, however after
| completed five days of I'tikaaf | intend to return to my house, is
there any [expiation] upon me?

Response: As long as it was not a vow there is no problem. A
person observing I'tikaaf on a voluntary basis, there is no problem
in him completing it or cutting it short, however completing it is
better.

As for the person who vowed [to observe I'tikaaf], he is obligated
to complete his vow.

Question: | intended to observe I'tikaaf last Ramadhan however |
was not able to do so due to taking care of my mother and family.
Do | therefore attain the reward of I'tikaaf?

Benefit me, may Allah make you to an avenue of benefit. “

Response: As long as you did not make a vow to observe I'tikaaf, ASfO?" theperson who
and it was a mere intention, this is not obligated upon you. It is vowed [tO observe
permitted for you to change your intention, especially if it is due to )y , ,
a correct reason such as working with your father or serving your I tlkddf], he is obli-
father. This is better for you than I'tikaaf. Obedience to your father gated to complete bhis
and being good to him is better for you than I'tikaaf. However, if

vouw.
13 There are three times in which it is forbidden for a person to pray general Nawaafil prayers. They : :
are:
1) After Fajr Prayer until after sunrise wherein the sun has risen above the horizon to the height of
a spear.

2) When the sun is directly overhead, until it has passed its zenith. d h
3) After Asr until the sun has set completely (i.e. Maghrib Prayer). mu eena -CO m



you vowed [to observe I'tikaaf] then you must fulfil your vow.

Question: What is the description of stipulating a condition (i.e.
intention) during I'tikaaf? Should it be in the heart, or do you have
to pronounce it verbally as well?

Response: An intention in the heart is sufficient. If a person
intends to observe I'tikaaf or he intends to exit from it and makes
an intention in his heart that he wants to observe I'tikaaf or he
wants to exit due to a particular need, this is sufficient.

It is sufficient to intend it in one’s heart. If he pronounces it, no
problem.

Question: Is it obligated that the intention should be before
starting the I'tikaaf, or is it correct to stipulate a condition during
it?

Response: No, it is obligated [to have an intention] from the
beginning, theintention must be therein the beginning.Ifa person
intends to observe I'tikaaf in the last ten days of Ramadhan, then
his intention should be at the beginning, the beginning of the ten
days.

Question: When does I'tikaaf begin in the last ten days [of
Ramadhan]? Is it on the night of the 21st fast’4, or in the morning?

Response: It is according to his intention. If a person intends to
enter into I'tikaaf in the evening, on the night of the twenty first
fast after sunset, he should enter then.

14 The night of the 21st fast begins at Maghrib of the previous day i.e. the 20th fast. This is because
Islamically the night precedes the day. So the night of the 2nd day is actually the evening of the
1st day.
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If he intended to begin [I'tikaaf] after Fajr, then he should begin
after Fajr.

Question: What is the evidence that I'tikaaf is not observed except
in the three Masaajid only?

Response: We did not say that it can only be in the three Masaajid.
We said I'tikaaf is legislated in all the Masaajid of the Muslims.

This is due to His saying (the Most High),

{...whilst you are observing I'tikaaf in the
Masaajid}'>

If you want the evidence for I'tikaaf being restricted to only three
Masaajid, then ask the person who says this. The person who says
that I'tikaaf is not legislated expect in the three Masaajid, go ask
him for his evidence.

Question: What is the ruling of I'tikaaf if he intended it for an hour?
What is the longest [period of I'tikaaf], and what is the shortest?

Response: There is no shortest period of I'tikaaf nor longest. An
houris permitted,a month is permitted, two months are permitted,
and ten days are permitted. It does not have a limit.

Question:Isit permitted forapersonto stipulate sexual intercourse
during I'tikaaf?

Response: The I'tikaaf is invalidated and corrupted; sexual
intercourse invalidates a person’s I'tikaaf regardless of whether he
stipulated it or not.

15 The Noble Quraan - 002:187
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Question: | am a young person, and | work outside of Riyadh. | do
not have any holidays except in the last ten days of Ramadhan.
The question is - may Allah preserve you - which one is preferred;
I'tikaaf or sitting with my parents?

Whilst knowing that they have not permitted me to make I'tikaaf
except with great difficulty upon themselves.

Response: Sitting with one’s parents, serving one’s parents and
socialising with them is better for you than I'tikaaf. This is unless
you have convinced them, and they permitted you with I'tikaaf,
then there is no problem with it.

Question: Is it permitted to specify a night for I'tikaaf in the last
ten nights i.e. any individual night?

Response: There is no problem with this. Umar (may Allah be
pleased with him) made an intention to perform I'tikaaf for one
day in Masjid Al-Haraam, the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam)
commanded him to fulfil is vow.

Question: Which matters invalidate I'tikaaf?

Response: Sexual intercourse, this invalidates I'tikaaf because
Allah (the Most High) said,

{And do not have relations with them as long as
you are staying in I'tikaaf in the mosques} 1°

And even more severe is apostasy from the fold of Islam, this
invalidates I'tikaaf as well as all actions — we seek refuge in Allah.

16 The Noble Quraan - 002:187
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Question: Is it permitted for a woman to leave her place of I'tikaaf

in the Masjid if her periods have started?

Response: Yes, a woman must not remain in the masjid whilst she
[bleeding from] menses; a person in the state of Major Impurity
must not remain in the Masjid until Ghusl is performed.

{0 you who have believed, do not approach prayer

while you are intoxicated until you know what you

are saying or in a state of Janaabah (Major Impu-

rity), except those passing through [a place of

prayer], until you have performed Ghusl [washed
your whole body]} 17

Question: If a person performs I'tikaaf in a room within the Masjid,
is this considered as I'tikaaf in the Masjid?

Response: If the door of the room is [internal] to the Masjid, the
[room] is a part of the Masjid. If the door, and its entrance is to the
Masjid, it is part of the Masjid.

However, if the door [of the room] leads to outside the Masjid, it
is not part of the Masjid, even if it was next door to the Masjid. As
long as it does not have a direct entrance to the Masjid, it is not
considered a part of the Masjid.

Question: Is sitting in the Masjid between Maghrib and Ishaa
considered to be I'tikaaf?

Response: No, [only] if you sit with the intention to make I'tikaaf -
even for a short amount of time — is it considered as being I'tikaaf
and you will be rewarded for this.

17 The Noble Quraan - 004:046
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